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Two defeats to the Huns in 
seven days was hard to take, 
but at least we didn’t blow 
our chances of the title 
completely. It would have 
been brilliant to have stuffed 
the bastards in front of their 
own fans in the league game 
but to be honest we never 
really played to our potential 
and the lack of a top quality striker in the Celtic team is 
eally beginning to show. The weakness of the squad has 
teally been exposed in the last quarter of the season. You 
only have to look at who has been on the substitutes 
bench in the last few games to recognise just how weak 
our squad is. No offence to Regi Blinker, Davie Hanna or 
Tosh McKinlay, but if we are now relying on basically 
two defenders and a winger who looks out of his depth 
when he fas played for us, we are really lacking in 
quality. I definitely thought that we would sign a couple 
of players before the transfer deadline was up in order to 
see us through the title challenge. We have to hope that 
the other Hun wannabees in the Premier League won’t 
just ie down to the Evil Empire. With the first results in, 
we have good reason to be optimistic again about lifting 
the championship: we easily turned over Motherwell, and 
Aberdeen did their duty with a win over the Huns. That 
League Championship Trophy has our name on it. So 
hand it over, please! 


What’s The Score Wim? 


The possibility that Wim Jansen will this year take Celtic 
to the double and then walk away from the club is a very 
teal one. Let’s get to the real crux of the matter here. If it 
was a choice between Wim Jansen leaving and Jock 
Brown going, Who would you choose? Now ask 
yourself, who will Fergus choose? 


ddress Change Forced Upon Us! 


As a result of the continued harassment of our PO Box 
address in Glasgow we have reluctantly moved to a 
private box service in London. Whilst it may seem a 
drastic measure, we had basically run out of ‘safe’ 
addresses in the Glasgow area that would not be subject 
to either press harassment or physical threats from our 
enemies. The centre of operations however does not 
alter. The mainstay of Tiocfaidh Ar La’s work and 
support is still in the West of Scotland. With the co- 
operation of TAL Bhoys in London, the mail will be 
forwarded to us every week, so in reality nothing has 
changed. It is ironic, however, that we had to go to the 
‘belly of the beast’ in order to secure a safe address. 
Anna Smith of the Daily Ranger - who is, allegedly, a 
Celtic supporter - must be very proud of herself. Well 
done Anna. Did you take the Crown’s shilling or was it 
Fergus or George who put you up to it? TAL Readers 
can learn a bit more about Ms. Smith on other pages of 
this issue. And remember, ‘Our Day Will Come’. 


Join The TAL 
SaAPPORTeRS Clab 


In response to the growing demands of our readers and 
the absence of a working class solidarity movement 
worthy of the name, we at Tiocpaidb Ar La! are 
establishing our own ‘supporters club‘. The response to 
the initiative has been brilliant and confirms our reasons 
for starting the club. There are no restrictions to 
membership, other than a commitment to Celtic, Ireland 
and the political independence of working class people. 
The main reason for starting the club is to create a 
network of Celtic fans who want to do a bit more than 
just sing songs and wave flags. As individuals we can 
achieve little. Together we can make our views heard and 
our actions count. 


Solidarity isn't about how many songs you know or 
how many books you've read or even how many 
marches you've been to. Don't talk about how much 
you do - ask yourself, "What difference do I make?" If 
you don’t make a difference, then you aren't involved 
in effective solidarity work or effective political action. 


The Chucky Charter 


*TiocpaiOb Ar Lad! is for an independent 
Ireland, an independent Scotland, an independent 
Wales, and a politically independent working class. 


*Membership is open to Celtic supporters wherever 
they live. All existing subscribers will be 
automatically enrolled as members of the TAL 
Supporters Club and will receive a club membership 
card. The cost of membership to non-subscribers is 
nominal. Simply send £1 for a membership card. This 
fee also covers the cost of regular mailings. 


The benefits of membership will be that you can offer 
solidarity without the necessity of having to support 
the anti-Irish, anti-working class agenda of the 
British Labour Party and it's "left wine" apologists. 


*The club's campaign to eradicate all traces of our 
Irish identity must be fought against. TAL will be 
organising, with your help, a series of initiatives 
aimed at highlighting the political and cultural 
identity of Celtic supporters. 


*As a TAL Supporter, you will be kept informed of, 
and invited to participate in, the activities of Celtic 
Anti-Fascists (CAF) and of Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) 
in your local area. 


You will also be notified of the events and activities of 
other political organisations which we consider 
worthy of your participation, such as the Campaign 
Against Sectarian Attacks, South West Support 
Group, AFA, Red Action and The [TWCA. 
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The Struggle 
Continues 


All the signs that we were heading 
from treble to trouble after the two 
Huns games seem to have subsided 
with the emphatic win against 
Motherwell and the Huns slip-up at 
Pitoddrie. However, there are still a 
few points that have to be made in 
relation to Celtic. The lack of depth 
in the first team squad is becoming 
more apparent as the season reaches 
it’s climax. Tired legs, tired spirits 
and tired excuses are on show. From 
the second half of the 1-1 draw with 
Dundee United to our Scottish Cup 
exit and league defeat to the Huns, 
the team has looked jaded. 


In the first half of the cup match 
against the Huns, with a decent 
finisher, Celtic could have had the 
game dead and buried. Harald 
Bratbaak showed no signs in this game 
that he is anything other than a very 


ordinary player. His first touch is . 


absolutely woeful. I can’t remember 
him hitting a single shot, never mind 
actually hitting the target during the 
match. Most of his challenges ended in 
free kicks being awarded to Rangers. 
In the 2-0 league defeat he was even 
worse. He didn’t kick a ball. Maybe he 
needs time to settle, but we needed a 
striker this season not next season. 
There’s no doubting his pace and, if he 
gets the right kind of ball to run onto, 
he looks alright - but that has not been 
the kind of service that he has been 
getting. Instead the ball is being 
chipped through to him im the 
expectation that he will bring it down, 
control it and make his own chances. 
That just ain’t gonna happen! Not with 
the lack of control and terrible first 
touch that Harald has. 


Much has been made of how much 
Fergus has spent on the team. £11 
million net at the last count. However 


when you examine the out-goings and 
the income spent (players. bought and - 


sold) it seems to balance out. Where 


has the 29% of Celtic’s tumover 


promised for buying.players gone? 


In the second half of the season the 
only players to come to Celtic have _ 
been Bratbaak-and Kevin Pilkington 


(on loan from Manchester United). On =. iz os 
employ a ‘stop gap’ manager for a 


year until they (Le. him and Fergus) 


the other hand, in the same: period we 


have seen the departure of Andy 


Thom and Stuart Gray; .McLaughlin 
and MeCondichie on loan; and Stuart 


Kerr and Tommy. Johnson out injured 


for long periods. Add to that the earlier 
situation with Jackson’s . injury 


problem andthe recent loss of first. 


team players like MacNamara, Stubbs 
and Wieghorst; and you see a large 


hole in the first team squad at the most 


am 


vital point in the season. Obviously 
some of these injuries were impossible 
to foresee, but every single fan at 
Parkhead this season knows that, even 
with the injuries and suspensions, we 
are short of one player in every 
department of the team: defence, 
midfield and attack. A bit of foresight 
allied to the required financial 
resources might have made the final 
part of the campaign a bit less nerve 
wracking. 


Wim Jansen it must be said has 
performed wonders in moulding the 
team into a unit. At the moment it 
looks like Wim’s system of play and 
tactics may not be enough to carry the 
team through this important spell. The 
timing of the uncertainty over his 
contract and his “J don’t know where 


team talk 
I'll be next season” statement could 
not have come at a worse time. Let’s 
face it with friends like Brown and 
McCann, who needs enemies? And, 
whether or not this is another of Jock 
and Fergus’ cock-ups or whether it is 
down to Jansen’s own insecurity 
doesn’t really matter. The simple fact 
is that it has not helped the team at this 
vital stage of the season. The drop in 
form and Jansen’s uncertainty went 
hand in hand. Celtic should have 
responded immediately by making the 
best coach we’ve had since Ceaser’s 
last sacking, an offer he couldn’t 
refuse. However, it may be that he was 
only evef seen as a one year interim 
appointment until Jock and Fergus 
came up with a mediocre alternative. 


_ After all, Jock Brown did actually state 
publicly last summer that Celtic could 


got the man. they wanted, We could 
still end up. with Jock’s wee brother 


_ Craig yet! 


The teams transformation under 
Jansen has been a breath of fresh air. It 
is testament. to Jansen’s methods that 
it is mainly Celtic players who will be 
fighting it out for Player of the Year 


this season. Jonny Gould, Alan 
Stubbs, Jackie MacNamara, Craig 
Burley and Henrik Larrson are all 
likely candidates. My own preference 
would be Jonathan Gould, surely the 
find of the season. From Bradford’s 
third team to the verge of a World Cup 
dream as our best keeper for many 
years. Let’s hope that he gets his 
chance in France and has already 
collected the Plaver of the Year award 
before he gets there! 
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Alan Stubbs is another player 
transformed. We knew from what we 
had been told that Stubbs was a player 
of some class, but to be honest his real 
talent did not shine through until we 
signed Marc Reiper. From then on 
Stubbs looked like the replacement for 
Paul Elliot in the heart of defence that 
we have been looking for since the big 
man left Celtic. Stubbs’ future has 
been uncertain at times with all sorts 
of “unsettled” stories doing the 


rounds. Celtic should do everything 
possible to hang on to this guy. 


a ee sie 
Jackie MacNamara has been the 
outstanding playmaker for  three- 
quarters of the season. Although he 
doesn’t contribute a lot of goals, his 
overall contribution has been 
outstanding. When he plays well, the 
team plays well. Our difficulties in the 
latter part of the season are due in no 
small part to the fact that Jackie Mac 
has been injured. 


Craig Burley has proved all of his 
detractors wrong. His contribution to 
both midfield and attack has been 
excellent and well beyond what I 
personally expected. His runs, his 
goals and even his distribution are first 
class. He has also adopted a never say 
die approach which saw him take the 
field for the game against Rangers in 
the cup even though he was carrying 
an injury. He probably shouldn’t have 
played but it’s not in his nature to 
admit defeat, either on or off the field, 
when it comes to knocks. In the end, it 
was inevitably Craig Burley who 
popped up to get the consolation goal 
in injury time. Lionhearted. 


Henrik Larrson too is a player who has» 
been central to the new: Celtic side 


under Wim Jansen. Even though his 


form has ebbed in the latter part of the. 
season, and the goals have dred up: 
since his role has altered to provider - 


rather than main striker, Henrik still 


has the ability to turn a game with a 
simple flick of the toe. This guy is. 
class: fast, skilful, intelligent and hard 
working. A model professional as. well 


as being one of the team’s genuine 


‘stars’, will he stay or go with Wim? 
a i - must not let us down: Here’s to the 
Although I have singled out patticulat 


players for praise and criticism, it is. 


of Darkness. The league game was less 
impressive =.and only Lambert, 
Donnelly and “Annoni should escape 
criticism for what ‘was an inept Celtic 
performance. 


~ Forget about the tiredness at the end 
v/Of a long season, never mind saving 
“those tired legs for a chance of a 


_ fortnight 1 in France with Brown’s no- 
__ hopers. This Celtic team have a chance 
a) change the course of recent history 
_ by winning the. league this. year. They 


” double and all the other doubles I shall 
_ drink when we celebrate one-in- a-row. 


obvious that the change in fortune this 


year has been down to the fact that the 


side play well together as a unit. No.” 
more prima donnas, even though the A 


odd one or two might not be an’ 
entirely bad thing. Jansen, alorig with 
Murdo McLeod, | has 
discipline and fighting «spirit that 
appeared to be lacking under Tommy . 
Burns. He has, in his own way and yy 
his own methods, tumed around the 
situation from one of despair to ons. of 
hope. 


Like every other TAL reader] was” 


downhearted after the Hun games, but 


on reflection all is not yet lost - even 
though it is hard to stomach defeats by 
those bastards and the end of our 
treble hopes. In the cup game, our first 
half performance was as good as most 
I have seen us play against the Forces. 


instilled a L ; 


| By way. of a footnote” and in 
| Tecognition that what we have 
/ achieved so far this season is down to 
the coaching methods: rather than the 
- talking heads higher up at Celtie Park, 
isn’t it’ time that we let Fergus know 
exactly how we feel about the 
prospect of Wim Jansen leaving at the 
vend of the’ séason? Bombard them 
with Jetters askinig for the coach to be 
_ giver é along. term contract without the 
 Toopholes. ‘That way we might ensure 
that we have a settled management 


team which next season has a chance 


of greater paves. e The Kidder) 


+ k 


team talk 


with 
The Kidder 


More Questions Than Answers 
Matt the Rat, the man who built a career 


for himself on the backs of the 
supporters, has been waxing lyrically in 
the Celtic View about his paid trips 
around Britain and Ireland with the Celtic 
‘Question and Answer’ Road Show. 
‘Propaganda Campaign’ might be a better 
way to describe these nights. However, it 
seems that he and buddy, David Lowlife 
have’t had as easy a time at the Q& A 
Roadshows as his Pravda column would 
suggest. In Luton recently, Matt denied 
that there has been any campaign waged 
by the club against supporters clubs who 
leave from pubs playing live Irish Rebel 
music and pledged himself to taking up 
the issue in his Pravda column “...if it 
could be proved”. Well Matt, deny this: if 
there is no such campaign why has 
Fergus McCann recently requested from 
Strathclyde Police, a list of pubs in the 
Glasgow area which play “Jrish Patriotic 
Music” ? Why was a letter from Celtic 
recently sent to a well known Irish bar on 
the Southside asking what kind of music 
was played there and requesting 
information on Celtic supporters buses 
which are associated with the pub? Why 
has a Dublin Supporters Club been 
threatened with a cut in their ticket 
allocation after Celtic claimed to have 
received a complaint about rebel tapes 
being played from one day-tripping 
individual who travelled on their bus for 
the New Year fixture against the Huns? 
Have you completely forgotten how you 
ended up where you are Matt? Remember 
the support that Celts For Change and 
you personally have received from Celtic 
supporters all over Ireland before you tell 
any more porkies on behalf of your 
paymasters at these Pravda nights. 


The Teetotal Travel Club 
It’s taken a long time but news has 
finally reached me about a group of 
supporters who travelled to Kosice to 
see the Bhoys play in Europe. Only 16 
Celtic fans were part of an unofficial 
group who travelled separately from the 
official Travel Club run by the “daylight 
robbers” from Cambuslang. They had 
charged the official party of fans £599 per 
head for what amounted to a day trip to 
Slovakia. Anyway, our 16 heroes had met 
Fergus and Douglarse before the game 
and pleasantries were exchanged. There 
appeared to be no problems. Inside the 
stadium, there was freedom of movement 


between the fans and, from section to 
section. Our lads went for a drink with 
some of the Kosice fans. Yes, they sell 
bevvy inside the stadiums in Slovakia! As 
the lads were being served, Douglarse 
came charging over shouting at the 
Slovaks that, “These people are not to be 
served!” The locals were somewhat 
bemused and ignored him thinking that 
he was a nutter. The bhoys got their beers 
but George was still fuming, arguing with 
them and threatening to report Kosice to 
EUFA. Eventually Fergus appeared and 
simply backed up his Gestapo Chief and 
even began shouting and arguing as well. 
At this point a few of the lads had to be 
persuaded not to put one on the big ex- 
polis’s chin. You see, everybody in the 
stadium was allowed to drink except the 
official travel club party who were 
watched like hawks by _ the 
obergruppenfuhrer. How does it feel to 
be universally detested by the fans, 
George? 


Excuse me, are these the 


seats for an argument? 

There is an epilogue to the last story that 
is incredible when you think about the 
things that manage to preoccupy the 
people who run this club. One of the lads 
who did the most arguing with Fergus 
and George in Kosice, the following 
season, managed to wangle some VIP 
tickets for the game in Cardiff against 
Inter Cable Tel. As he was sitting with his 
mate, Fergus McCann suddenly spotted 
him in the same section as himself and 
the other Celtic directors. The wee 
dictator leapt to his feet turned around 
and started shouting at the guy and 
demanded to know from those around 
him, “How did that man get a ticket for 
this section?” It’s Pathetic, isn’t it? 


Jonathan “Green White and” Gould! 
Did you stay up to watch Under The 
Moon the night that Johnny Gould was 
on? If you didn’t you missed a treat. 
During the show, the presenter asked his 
three guests to vote for English World 
Cup football songs by sounding these 
football rattles which were available in 
different colours. Seeing that the other 
two guests had a green one and a white 
one, Gouldy said, “Well, I better take the 
Orange one to complete it!” The 
presenter, Danny Kelly told him that there 
wasn’t an orange one but he could have a 
yellow one instead. At least some of the 
players, even those who have arrived 
lately, are aware of the Tricolour issue. 


Hun sighted at scene of crime 
Our thanks must go to the latest issue of 
Bhoyzone. One of their sharp-eyed 
contributors recently spotted Andy 
Goram dropping into the notoriously 
loyalist, Windsor Bar in Bridgeton. 


The Green Pole - Digging Deeper! 


What’s It All About, Davie? 
Another of those stories from an .away 
trip to Ireland. Three Celtic players are 
being driven back to their hotel in 
Dublin. They’ve had a few beers and the 
driver sticks on a Wolfetones tape. David 
Hanna, for it is he, almost bursts a blood 
vessel, “Get that IRA shite aff!” says 
Davie to the driver. One of the other 
Celtic players, who shall remain nameless 
for his own protection, grabs wee Davie 
and says , “Listen you, just shut up! That 
there is what Celtic’s all about. Leave it 
on driver!” Hanna, incidentally, comes 
from a very Orange family. So bitter in 
fact that two of his uncles have refused to 
talk to him since he signed for Celtic. 


yob I’m made out to be. 


Butter Wouldn’t Melt... 


Ian Durrant’s book, Bive and White 
Dynamite was recently serialised in the 
Daily Ranger. The above snippet is 
Durrant making the usual, “/t wisnae 
me!” defence of his well known 
sectarian antics. The really interesting part 
of the above snippet, however, is that 
Durrant has named someone as part of 
the story that we were never aware of 
before. Davie Currie. Isn’t this “pal” one 
of the leading loyalists in the south 
Glasgow area? It makes lan’s protest that 
the very idea that he was singing sectarian 
songs that night was “ridiculous” just a 
wee bit harder to believe. 
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A Life in the day of... 


JOKE TALK 
with Big Joke Broon 


= The man from Hamiltoon! 


You know, when Fergus McBam asked me to take over the 
reins at Celtic Park, I regarded it as an insult... er, I mean, a 
privilege. To be in charge of such a set up and attempt to 
run it into the ground is an honour not every football 
commentator gets the chance of. It was a neat move by 
McBain after some great build up play involving himself 
and McClean. Some sensational play on the wing by 
McBam to outflank Hay and the hopeless Macari was all | 
needed to convert the chance of my mediocre lifetime. 


As I sit in my office - J like to call it The Blue Room, even 
though Obergruppenfuhrer George Douglarse prefers 
that name for his police control room - 1 can hardly 
believe my luck. Or Davie Hay’s for that matter! Sitting in 
the Blue Room, I can’t help thinking back to those haleyon 
days of old at Hamilton Academicals. The names of the 
great and the good who graced the Accies jersey. Names 
like, ahem, er, names like... names like... Greig, or Jardine, 
Johnstone, Baxter and Waddell. And who could forget the 
great Gerry Neef, the wonderful Orjan Persson, Willie 
Mathieson, Ronnie McKinnon, Colin Stein, Tam Forsyth 
and Peter McCloy ? Names that will bring a tear to the eye 
of any Revg... sorry, Hamilton Accies fan. 


I used to stand there on the Accies terraces with my 
brother Crag. Me, hoping for a life as a commentator. And 
Crag? Well, Crag just hoped for a life! Little did we know 
as we cheered on the Sons of William... I mean Hamilton, 
that we were both destined for greater things. Crag is now a 
successful TV pundit who will be back home in time from 
France to take up his usual commentary position with Sky 
TV for the World Cup. Whilst I, well, one aspires to certain 
positions in life but one seldom contemplates the 
multifarious ways that this great swinging pendulum that is 
life might land. Heads or tails? And it’s the mighty 
Glasgow Rangers to kick off! Sorry, I’m getting carried 
away again - and I hope the referee remembers to add on 
some time at the end because of iti 
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A lot has been said in the press - well, the Sunday Mail 
actually - that many of those employed at Celtic Park these 
days are not ‘simple-minded’ enough. I, for one, would 
like to dispute that assertion. Simple-minded happens to be 
my middle name. Just ask Fergus, if you don’t believe me. 


As for the Wim Jansen situation. I would like to answer the 
scurrilous smears in the press which have suggested that 
the relationship between myself and Wim has recently 
deteriorated. This is a downnght lie. I can quite 
categorically state that Wim and I never had a relationship 
in the first place! Anyone who says any different can see 
me in court, where I will be most happy to represent them. 
I find the insinuation that we are about to replace Wim 
with my brother Crag after the World Cup a quite 
preposterously true one which myself and the Blessed 
Fergus have had up our sleeves for a long time. It’s just a 
pity that Wim has done so well this season. Just as the 
Pride of Hamilton and Larkhall District’ were about to 
secure their tenth glorious title in a row, along comes that 
fly wee Dutchman to spoil the party! If I didn’t know 
better I’d say it was a conspiracy. Never mind it’s not all 
over yet - not by a long chalk. 


He tsetiteaay 
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World Famous Flautist Leaves 
Scotland Ta Jain 
Middlesboarough Philharmonic 


The Glasgow Rangers Chamber Orchestra was rocked to 
it’s sectarian foundations today when world-renowned 
flute player, James ‘Gazza’ Galway decided to part 
company with Govan’s most famous ensemble. Playing his 
last tune in the orchestral pits, Gazza was close to tears as 
he belted out “Flight of the Bumbling Bigot” for an adoring 
and emotional public. 


The orchestra’s conductor, Mr. Walter Previn-Smith 
commented, “Of course it’s sad to see Gazza go, but to be 
honest he is far past his best on the old penny whistle. I 
wouldn’t wish him upon the people of Middlesborough. All 
I can say, before I laugh all the way to the bank with the 


money, is ‘Good Luck’ to his new conductor, Mr. Brian 
Dahenn f(r hic laraao hatan farf arf 1941 ” 
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The Seven Day Itch 


Rangers on consecutive Sundays 

in April as anything other than 
disastrous. I know it’s not all over until 
the fat coach signs a new contract, but 
is there anything more demoralising 
than watching the Huns turn us over 
two weeks running? ‘Depression’ has 
been watching these bastards lift 
league trophies for the last nine years 
and feeling completely helpless and 
without the hope or prospect that our 
team looked like stopping them. This 
season was different. True, we didn’t 
get off to the best of starts against 
them. But watching the team develop 
as a unit gave us hope where there had 
been none. The first league defeat to 
the Huns was especially hard to take 
because they had employed the 
services of a man who departed in 
tears from them last season admitting 
that his best days for the Huns were 
well in the past. What happens? They 
bring Gough back from America and, 
the Afrikaner not only slots straight 
back into their team, as though he had 
never been away, he even pops up to 
score the winner! 


[: is hard not to see two defeats by 


n the next game, we were assured 

that Celtic had overcome their 
naiveté and were now in a position to 
take on their old rivals and play them 
at their own game. Frankly, I thought 
that we were worse and even more 
naive in this match than we were in the 
first encounter of the season. 
However, we did manage to scrape a 
last minute draw and our league 
campaign appeared to be given the 
boost it needed and our form picked 
up. After this in the league we 
managed to put together a good 
winning run and play with a style, 
confidence and consistency that had 
been lacking in other campaigns. So 
confident, in fact, that most Celtic 
supporters couldn’t wait for the New 
Year to come around and yet another 
chance to do the Huns presented itself 
to us. 


ew Year, and the Huns came to 
Paradise and got roasted like 
Christmas turkeys. Celtic were pure 


class. The new players seemed to have - 


finally grasped what this match means 
to the fans and how significant a 
victory would be in adding to the 
confidence of an already confident 
team. Victory would put us in a 
commanding position for the second 
half of the season. Two glorious goals 
from our new midfield and a fine 
overall performance seemed to beckon 
the dawn of a new era in Scottish 
football. 


eltic didn’t just beat Rangers in 

this game, they seemed to have 
demoralised them. Their lack of 
confidence was tangible. You could 
feel that this was a team on the verge 
of disintegration. Our ability to 
capitalise on this victory by 
maintaining form all the way to the 
end of the league campaign might 
have meant that when it came around 
to the final league game of the season 
at Ibrox, the league could be in the bag 
already. Instead, the team lost its 
consistency, dropped points to teams 
that we should have been chalking up 
cricket scores against, failed to shake 
off our other main nivals, Hearts, 
despite completely outplaying them 
and dominating matches against them. 


nd so came the two crunch 

matches against the Huns. The 
first, the Scottish Cup game was a 
rerun of history as far as Celtic were 
concerned. How many matches have 
we watched over the last few years 
where Celtic’s flair and grace was 
outshone by Rangers deadliness in 
front of goal? That has been the story 
of Celtic under Brady, Burns, Macari 
et al. Under Wim Jansen, it was 
supposed to be different. Here was the 
wily old fox, the master tactician, who 
had humiliated the Huns at the New 
Year. After an hour we had run out of 
steam and ideas, and the Huns made 
us pay dearly for it. A team that had 
contributed absolutely nothing to the 
game were able to simply step up a 
gear and make thei fitness and 
stamina count. Two goals out of 
nothing and all our inventiveness and 
ingenuity stood for nothing. McCoist 
should never have been allowed the 


The Han Games 


space to get the first goal. Mare Reiper 
should have had him under wraps but 
instead took his eye off him and the 85 
year old striker, zimmer frame and all, 
gets the first goal for the Huns. 


ikewise, the Albertz goal was one 

that could have been closed down 
three times by the midfield and the 
defence. As Steve MacManaman 
demonstrated in the EUFA Cup match 
with Liverpool, Celtic are most 
vulnerable when an opposing player 
with pace runs from the midfield 
diagonally through the centre of our 
defence. Our central defenders appear 
to be extremely comfortable when the 
ball is in the air. Reiper will normally 
just nod the ball down to Stubbs who 
is our most accomplished footballer at 
the back. However, apart from 
Annoni, our defenders are not able to 
cope with a player of pace coming 
directly at them. You would have 
thought that someone might have 
brought this to their attention after the 
Liverpool game and made _ the 
necessary adjustments. If that was a 
forgivable oversight, then the identical 
Albertz goals on consecutive weeks 
were not. The defence was inept. 


of 


“Two defeats in two weeks? That’s fuckin’ it! Hand me my revolver, please 
a z 3 i 


i. 


he goal in the first game, as I 

said already, could have been 

closed down. Even allowing for 
that one, the same player should never 
have been allowed to get into the same 
position in the subsequent game. Paul 
Lambert gave the initial ball away in 
midfield. Craig Burley chased but fell 
on his face and Alan Stubbs backed 
off and then forced Albertz inside and 
onto his best foot. What good is it 
having the best goalie in the league this 
season if the defenders and midfielders 
in front of him are going to commit 
basic errors like that? The first goal 
from Thern was a rocket that no-one 
could have stopped, although in 
saying that, there were a couple of 
occasions early on where the ball fell 
to Thern in the same position and 
should have served as warning to the 
defence to close him down. That said, 
there was nothing that could have 
stopped the shot once he had got to it. 
The Albertz goal, however, was 
stoppable and untidy defending can be 
blamed for it. 


side from the Rangers goals, the 

Huns did not have to tax 
themselves that greatly in order to 
contain us. They never panicked or 
looked on the wrack in the way that 
they did in the New Year game. They 
simply bided their time. They are past 
masters at this sort of thing. We had 
very little in the way of bite going 
forward. It is ironic that a player who 
was bought mainly for his defensive 
qualities in midfield, Paul Lambert, 
should have posed the greatest threat 
to Rangers in front of goal. His 
winding run through the Huns defence 
deserved a better finish and his three 
shots in the first half were just about 
ihe only highlights of a piss-poor 


performance from our attacking 
players. 


enrik Larrson tned, as ever, but 

when you’re playing without a 
strike partner its hard work. Brattbaak 
gets less impressive with every game 
he plays. He has all the skill and 
finesse of Gerry Creaney. (and that’s 
an insult to Gerry Creaney!) Davie 
Hay, on the day of the game referred 
to him as “...the enigma that is Harald 
Bratbaak”. Could you not have told us 
that before you recommended the 
“enigma” to us? I watched Bratbaak 
pay for Rosenburg in the Champions 
League and was very excited at the 
prospect of this ‘prolific’? goal scorer 
coming to Celtic. A few months on, I 
reckon that we could have invested in 
a decent home grown professional 
who would have done a steady and 
more productive job for us in attack . 
We were crying out for a striker that 
could come in, adapt to Jansen’s 
system, and start banging in the goals 
immediately. Instead we seem to have 
bought a flash in the pan’ who may 
well have hidden talent that only 
intensive coaching sessions are likely 
to discover. How long must we wait 
Harald??? 


fter the game, Walter Smith said 

that he still regarded Celtic as 
having the easier run-in of the two 
sides and said that he felt Celtic were 
still the ‘favourites’ for the ttle. I 
don’t know if Smith is playing mind 
games a@ /a Alex Ferguson, but there is 
a method to his madness somewhere - 
playing up the hopes of your greatest 
enemy at the same time as playing 
down the expectations of your own 


fans. I wouldn’t be fooled by Smith’s - 
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before we can claim the league flag. 
The teams that we are up against for 
the final four matches have all beaten 
us this season. Despite three out of 
four of these matches being at home, 
they will be no walkovers. Two of the 
sides involved are still fighting for a 
possible European place and the other 
two are fighting for survival. 
Relegation for Hibs or Dunfermline 
will cost them £1 million in lost 
revenue per season. Don’t count your 
chickens... as they say! 


ne thing Walter Smith did say 

that I do agree with is; “4 few 
weeks ago I didn’t envisage that we 
would be in this position. Celtic could 
have been seven points clear then. 
This season isn’t really about us 
winning ten in a row, it’s about 
whether or not Celtic will throw the 
league away.” There you have it, from 
the horse’s mouth. Please Bhoys, 
don’t throw it away... (Wee Eck) 


Let’s Kick 
Hypocrisy 


Out of 
Football! 


nder a headline “Racism 
| Still Rules The Terraces” 

the Daily Express (27th 
February, 1998) ran a page three 
feature on “How the cancer at the 
heart of football keeps black fans 
away”. Meanwhile David Mellor 
as the head of the Task force, 
appears to be on a personal 
crusade to prove that racism is 
distorting football. A separate 
nation wide survey conducted by 
Leicester University, found that of 
28,122 football fans questioned, 
almost one third had seen or 
heard racist abuse during games 
last season. Should we be 
surprised? 


The Dail Mall’s ‘ cam val n’ begins 


According to much of the media we 
should be ‘sickened’. To judge by the 
Daily Express presentation: ‘the survey 
that should shock the FA’, racism is no 
longer a problem in society, but 
football is the exception. Reality tells a 
different and far more complex story. 


A couple of years ago, the Daily 
Express published an ICM poll they 
themselves had commissioned. Among 
the conclusions it found that “the 
creation of a party supporting 
repatriation, and a ‘whites-first’ policy 
would be on course to becoming 
Britain’s top political force ahead of 
the Liberals.” 


In February last year, a European 
Youth Survey which involved face to 
face interviews with 1,600 16 to 24 
year olds in eight countries, found that 
the British were “by far ihe most racist 


Football Task Force 
and reactionary in Europe” even including those countries such as France, Germany and 
Austria where fascist parties have high political profiles. 


In May last year yet another report from the New York based Human Rights Watch, 
revealed that Britain has one of the highest rates of racially motivated crime in Western 
Europe, (170,000 racial incidents a year and rising) - a situation as desperate as that 
experienced by minorities in Germany where fascism is rife. A spokesperson 
commented “These kinds of attacks have a political element to them.- families have 
been forced out of their howes: these attacks have a quality of ethnic cleansing. It is 
political terrorism.” : 


Recently the United Nations, no less, expressed disquiet “at the disproportionate number 
of deaths suffered by ethnic minorities in police custody”. If proved only half accurate, 
this data clearly demonstrate that, by any criteria, Britain is an extremely racist society. 


gona, far from football being the racist Beception,; it may in fact be the reverse. 


‘Most Premiership teams have black ¢ p ayers: By and ae ‘ey, like the rest of team are 
fa idged on merit. Of course there is racism and racist: chanting 3 ‘at football, but these days 


it: tends to be restricted to isolated casés rather than. mass: outbursts. This is because even 
total cretins have come to’see the lack of logic in shouting racist abuse at black players 


from the opposition, when cheering | the efforts. of their own. Most of the time this 
rendom apie is ROTTING | a 1 slap, bud fhe threat ot one. wouldn't t sort out. 


But then competitive. sport, has ‘awow ‘bees a we lovelies: Success demands that 
individuals: are judged. objectively. At the Munich: ‘Olympics - in 1936 Jesse Owens won 
four gold medals demolishing the Nazi master race theory, and humiliating the Third 
Reich; ‘single-handedly: When Graeme Sounéss went to Glasgow Rangers, he instantly 
realised that the sectarianism that barred Catholics from the club was inimical to success 
on the field. His response: was to sign arch tivals ‘Celtic’s star Catholic striker. The bigots 
had coronaries but the nettle had been ‘grasped. ‘Of course the team apart, on all other 
levels from the board : room to the fans, “Rangers are still as rigidly sectarian as ever. But 
that i is another story, and. one that definitely cannot be sorted within football. 


Judged against ey ‘at large, where: people ar are burned out of their homes, where de 
facto apartheid system 48 operating in some. parts of south-east London, where the 
savagery of police in dealing with black people is a matter for the United Nations, 
football, far from being a bastion of racism appears by contrast an oasis of sanity. 

So what are Mellor and. ‘company up to? On their tours around the country talking to 


fans on the issues that concern: them, the demand: fora ‘return to terracing’ was 
_ prominent. It was Mellor and his Task Force not the fans, who constantly raised the 
issue: of racism. Consequently in many of the discussions the issue of racism was 
~ connterposed to the issue of ‘terracing’. This is ne accident. It is no accident either that 
it is specifically on the ‘terraces’ that the Daily Express believes racism “must be 
_- Stamped out”. Terraces is now a political code word for working class fans in the same 
way ‘inner cities” ‘was used in the eighties: by ca like Melis; as a coded reference 
~ for black working class communities. ce 


If Mellor is detgeinined ' to put 1 racism on n the agenda the obvious outcome will be to 
racialise the debate. This will mean playing off the views of Alistair Abrahams, manager 
of singer Alexander ©’Neal who insists, “racism in football is a radical problem which 
needs a radical solition” and the increasingly Vocal, predominately white working class 
demands for the return of terracing - against each other. Minority versus majority, black 
against white and suddenly a perfect: mimic within football of wider society. Even Ben 
Tegg assistant co-ordinator of the “Kick it Out’ campaign can see the dangers. “Docking 
points is completely unrealistic, while a league table of clubs is a very difficult one” said 
Teggs. “It could draw in racist supporters toa club.” 


Racism, in its virulent secegiien form is ati shout keeping areas exclusive, and “keeping 
them out”. “Keeping them out” can apply to a country, to a community, a block of flats 
and of course to - a football club. The gentrification of football is proving increasingly 
effective at keeping “them” out. 


But the “them” in this case are not assessed along racial lines. But on income. Exclusion 
and discrimination at football in 1998 is not based on race, but on class. Social rather 
than ethnic cleansing is the real issue. Working class people are being forced out of 
football. That is the result and intention of the Taylor report. Remove terracing and you 
remove the scum. Both Mellor and Banks are pretending that all white fans have equal 
access to the grounds, a privilege they insist is denied to all black fans. This is not true. 
What is undeniable, is that there are less and less working class teenagers of either 
colour, It is this trend that needs to be reversed. 


Football Task Force 

A black man, like Alistair Abrahams 
who isn't short of a few bob can buy 
an executive box at Tottenham, in the 
same way as a middle class white man. 
These days money, and only money 
talks. Mellor and Banks want football 
to be more welcoming to the middle 
class blacks as a complement to the 
influx of middle class whites. The 
move is designed to reinforce the 
gentrification of football. Meanwhile to 
disguise their snobbery and contempt 
for the lower orders they are flagging 
up the issue of racism. This is their 
fireguard. It is a camouflage. Then in 
time honoured fashion any objection to 
their priorities can be labelled racist: 
the more vocal the opposition the 
stronger their case, that this is indeed 
an issue that cannot be ignored. At the 
moment for them strategically - it is a 
win win situation. 


Back in the real world the possible 
consequences of  racialising the 
situation are also beginning to 
materialise. On February 23 the long 
dormant NF, announced the launching 
of a campaign “to directly counter the 
anti- White Patriotic football fan by the 
‘Kick it Out’ campaign”. Irrespective 
of the grammar you get the drift. The 
NF campaign will centre on Crystal 
Palace, Charlton and Millwall in 
recognition that this opportunity to put 
a racist NF spin on genuine working 
class grievance comes gift wrapped 
from the government. 


For the purposes of his own campaign 
Mellor has cast himself in the role of a 
latter day champion of black rights. His 
previous interests in minority issues 


began and ended with the concerns of 
tax exiles. Perhaps the integrity of 


Mellor and so on can best be judged 
against the back ground of one of their 
most vocal media supporters. In 
August 1995. the Daily Express 
initiated a survey conducted by ICM 
which revealed the ‘short fuse’ behind 
the British attitude to race in general. 
The basis of the poll was “to test public 
support for the type of policies 
championed by Jean Marie Le Pen”, 
the leader of the Front National in 
France. And indeed the results, like 
some of the other surveys previously 
mentioned were indeed shockingly 
emphatic. In response to questions on 
repatriation and so on, an 
overwhelmingly majority, 70% 
acknowledged that ‘their solutions 
were racist’. 


Infamously on the conclusions of their 
own survey the Daily Express had this 
to say: “The fact that two thirds of the 
individuals that we surveyed were 
prepared to admit to so called ‘racist’ 
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feelings shows that British people have a healthy resistance to the bullying of political 
correctness.” 


So, at one level, the Daily Express having gone out of its way to identify the level of 
racism in society, decides that it's a damn good thing too and politically endorses its 
findings as - ‘healthy’. In regard to the football debate they headline the feature, with a 
well-used photo of one of those arrested at Landsdowne Rd not, with a ‘Kick out the 
Scum’ logo underneath. This time in contrast, the subliminal message strongly suggests 
their campaign target is exclusively aimed at hooligans/fascist/racists. But when the 
likes of the Express play the ° “anti”-race card you begin to smell a large whiskered 
rodent and instantly realise that they Are  kusyingly a. to an agenda/solution 
already prepared. : 


tball, .when they would, as 
cunning the country. 


The Daily Express don’t want the racists kick 
eg acknowledge, be » happy to see their * pout 


you. For the far-right, 
te is regarded with 


their SiGe. 


Quite often, the highlighting of iacial al re wligiont difference is simply opportunism; part 
and parcel of the well-honed strategy of divide and rule, In bygone days, if a Tory 
politician with a pedigree like Mellor, whose Prime Minister was elected in 1979 by 
playing the race card, became involved i in, a race m Pons oveEsy he would be expected to 
play to the gallery. : 


Instead, we now see. Mees don the pantie. off anti- racist alot. For instance, when 
Chris Kamara was sacked. recently, Mellor; without a smidgén of evidence, speculated 
on a racist motive. ‘What he and the political establishment have learnt over the last 
twenty or thirty years, is that, ink the world of divide) and ¢ ater, mee to be equally 
proficient with either the race or the anti-face cand ee 


Now, you may have noticed that on any given is isshe 1€ 1 dle classes are always first in 
the public arena. Just as often the middle classes will seek to represent both sides of the 
case by voicing contrary views. All major ‘patties, for instance have the same middle 
class orientation and agenda. Even when sincerely held, the common denominator 
between left and right, is that neither argument carries any challenge: to the social order 
political status quo. More often than not, the objective is to monopolise the debate, in 
order to identify their true class interests, rather than hurry toward a solution. 


It is this innate slyness, and the ability and willingness to adapt; which is, when you 
think about it, the main reason why it is them rather than us running football, and 
it is them rather than us running the country. As long as we remember that as a 
class they will always push their own interests to the fore, and that their interests 
always run counter to our own; that their advantage is to our disadvantage, then 
already we have a basis for a counter strategy. Appealing to good reason, a sense 
of fair play, or simply whinging is no way forward. If they can organise in their 
interests then so must we in ours. Unless we are prepared to see our game 
dominated by the middle classes and the middle aged, now is the time to act. 


Thanks to Red Attitude for allowing us fo Stowers 
reprint this article which appeared in Red 
Attitude, Issue 18 (see Reviews for details) 
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CELTIC FANS 
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Ang spare tickets, mate? 


In the last few weeks the Celtic View 
has been threatening banishment 
from Paradise to anyone reselling 
match vouchers from their season 
books due to the fact that they might 
not be able to make it to a particular 
game. Just what is happening 
when people sell spare vouchers? 
Who are these people and why are 
they doing it? And, is it the 
heinous crime that George 
Douglarse would have us believe? 
O’Malley explores this complex 
issue which is part of the recent 
phenomena at Celtic Park. 


First’ of all, practically anyone 
wanting to attend games at Celtic 
Park nowadays must have a season 
book because the whole ground is 
virtually sold out. And with more 
than 40,000 season ticket holders 
(the largest in Britain) a waiting list is 
in operation. The days when you 
could just decide to go to a match 
and pay at the gate appear to have 
gone forever. As a result of this 
many people who previously would 
not have dreamed of buying a season 
ticket have been forced to do so. A 
large number of season ticket holders 
also live a far distance from 
Glasgow: the Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland, Ireland and southern 
England. I have even heard recently 
that there are handfuls of season 
ticket holders in Europe and the 
USA! Clearly many would have 
trouble getting to midweek games, 


let alone every home Saturday game. 
Add to this people who work shifts and 
those fans who share a season book. I 
know some supporters who share 
books because they simply cannot 
afford a season book on their own. On 
match days, mid-week or at one of the 
smaller games you may see the odd 
person selling a voucher. Many more 
are sold in Bars and among members 
of supporters clubs. Some are simply 
passed on to a person who happens to 
be unemployed, or, even more 
“shameful” , given to a kid whose 
parents can’t afford to take him/her 
along every week . 


This is interpreted by the club as 
something just short of criminal and 


yet it is surely the most obvious and 
fair method for fans to deal with their 
unused season book vouchers. People 
who have bought a book and can’t 
make it to every game are obviously 


The main reason that the Celtic PLC 
board appear to be unhappy about this 
arrangement is that they have been 
eliminated from the equation. They are 
not in control. These are transactions 
which are conducted between the fans 
themselves. There are no organised 
ticket touts selling match tickets at 
inflated prices outside Celtic Park, 
unlike at Man United where tickets for 
their match against Arsenal were 
fetching £150. Most vouchers are sold 
on for a tenner or less - a few quid 
lower than the average price of tickets 
sold by the club in the public sales that 
they have conducted this season. For 
example, I purchased a ticket for the 
friendly match against Roma for a mate 


of mine and it cost £17 |! So, who are 
the real ticket touts in all of this? The 
fans aren’t making much out of this 
‘fair-trade’ and perhaps that’s what 
really irks Fergus and his money men. 


Celtic F.C. have sold hundreds of 
season tickets to fans in Ireland 
knowing full well that not all of 
them can come over every week. 
So, what is to happen? Are there 
going to be spot checks every week 
to make sure that you are entitled 
to sit on the seat you are on? I 
would hazard a guess and say that 
almost every seat at Celtic Park has 
had more than one person on it 
during the course of the season. 
- Are we all to be barred? Are Fergus 
and his Gestapo Chief going to sit 
and watch countless hours of 
CCTV looking at the crowd and 
shouting, "Yes, look, another one - 
he wasn’t on that seat last week!” 
If every person was to hold their 
hands up to this “crime” it would 
render the whole ‘hunt them down’ 
process useless. However, that is 
unlikely to happen due to the fear 


factor that Fergus and his 
stormtroopers have generated 
among supporters. The bean- 
counters at Celtic Park will 


continue to bully and threaten the 
fans who are, especially in this case 
often the poorest among us, and 
who have to struggle hard to find 
the funds to support their club. 


The real “Ticket Scandal” referred 
to at the start of this article happens 
among the Fat Cat investors who 
when the fancy takes them lay claim 
to their right to purchase 11 tickets 
each from every public sale. Where 
do those tickets end up? Who is 
going to investigate that scandal? 
The whole public sales arrangements 


‘need to be reviewed by the club who 


should be lobbied by the Celtic Fans. 
We need to reclaim control of our 
own season tickets. A common sense 
approach by the club would he to let 
us continue to sort this issue out 
among ourselves. “If it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it!” would be better than the 
bully boy tactics from the board. 


Cee e renee ee eee ee ee 
Pp a at Sa ale aaa aaa aa a a a at a a aa a a a a 
I 


Reviews 


% The Saw Doctors - Sing A Powerful Song 

a2 (Sham Town) 

oe The Best of the Saw Doctors brings together all 
=: of the really great tracks from their first three 


<: albums. This is an absolute must if you didn’t get Fe 


<& them the first time round. (HRD) 


Celtic Woman in Music and Song - Various 

es Artists (Green Linnet) 

== Some of the greats of Irish women’s music are 
sc here on this compilation. Sharon Shannon, Mary 
2 Dillon, Niamh Parsons, Karen Mathieson, to 

zi name but a few. A good introductory collection. 
22 (OR D) 

er \ S/ 


ie The seer Llamas - Celd and Bouncy (7/2 


ba ies hear of them? Well, the lead singer used BS 


ca to be with the greatly underrated Microdisney. 
si They were good. but the High Llamas are even 
=: better. Recommended. (HRD) 


oe Propellerheads - 

= DecksandDrumsandRockandRoll (Wail of 
Sound) Dance music at its best. An acquired 
“taste for some, but this is easily my favourite 
Bs album of the year so far. (HRD) 


i: Space - Tin Planet (GL) 

3 This is wackiness at its best. Space draw ona 
st wide range of influences, but they always seem 
mS to deliver the goods. (HRD) 


“: The Hybirds - The Hybirds (Heaveniy) 
“2: Guitars, guitars and even more guitars. The 


* Hybirds are possibly the best thing ever to come 


“2 out of Mansfield since... well, since coal. 
2 probably. Music for sore ears. Sheer bliss. 
a (HRD} 


st Suicide - Suicide (8/ast First} 
sc In 1972. Suicide were way ahead of their time. 


a Certainly, they have continued to be an acquired Bos 


a2 taste for a selective audience, but if you’re into 
= this kind of thing it still sounds as good in 1998. 
s (HRD) 


ae Emma Townshend - Winterland (Zast West) 
ee The daughter of the great Who guitarist and 

# songwriter. Pete Townshend. I reckon that her 
33 association with Pete’s great name is just about 
po all Emma has going for her. Sorry, but this is 
ss shite. (HRD) 


"Forever Celtic" 


Mourne Mountain Ramblers 
Played to death over the tannoy at Celtic 


Park, there’s not much that can be said 
about this CD that you probably haven’t 
already heard already - but we'll have a 
go anyway! There is, however, a lot to be 
said for the colourful character at the 
centre of the song writing and production 
of the CD, big Charlie Devlin. If you 
don’t already know who Charlie is, 
where have you been? A ‘madder than 
a madman’ mad Celtic supporter, who 
can always be relied upon to brighten 
up any boozer filled with Tims, Charlie 
has entertained the troops for many a 


year. From Celts For Change to Celtic - 


Fans Against Fascism, Charlie is always 
the first in the queue to lend his 
support. 


This four track CD costs £5 or £6 (or less 
depending on what mood you find 
Charlie in!) A great stocking filler if it 
had been out for Christmas, but as you 
can get it in the Celtic Shop, it: will. still 
probably earn Charlie a gold disc 
anyway, as the hoards of fans who 1 must 
have every thing ‘Celtic’ snap it a 


As for the four songs, Hampden. In The : 
Sun’ is my personal favourite, If you _ 
have heard the tracks at the games, you . 
will have your own views on the merits. 


These 


of Jackie’, Jinky’ and’ ‘Henrtk’. 
songs are really a deferential nod in the 


direction of the great fans’ songs of the 
1960°s which have now become part of: 
the Celtic ‘tradition’. No Di-Canio disco - 


beats here! 


It has been reported elsewhere that 
Charlie has been compared to Ene 
Clapton. What was actually said was that 


“Charlie Devlin is no Erie Clapton"! In- 
a strange way this puts me in mind of © 
some one else that Charlie is even more 
Nothing that ° 


like - Brendan Behan. 
Charlie can ever write will be half as 


entertaining as the stories that you will 
hear about him. Like the time in Vienna — 


when he told a woman from Anniesland 


that she did not have to go back on the » 


bus for the return trip as there was plenty 
of empty seats on his plane! I never did 
work out who was worse, Charlie for 
saying it or her for believing him! 


And, just in cage this is the last chance to 
review the life and crimes of Charlie 
Devlin, one other anecdote should be 
recorded for posterity. This story takes 
place in The Star Club, Carlton Place, 
Glasgow. In the days when pubs did not 
open all day, The Star Club was one of 
those rare venues that did. and some 
‘strange’ people became members of the 
club as a fesult. It was run by the 
Communist Party 
(CPGB) and, if we seemed ‘strange’, the 
Communist ‘comrades’ 
stranger bunch. Most of them seemed to 
have joined their ‘sister’ organisation, the 


Free Masons of the Ukraine, and wore 
their little two-and-a-half badges with | 


pride. Anyway, to the point of the story, 
one day for what ever reason we were 
decanted into the back lounge full of the 
drink. All the better to talk ‘treason’ in an 
empty lounge. The cry went up, “Lets 
have a sing song!” The committee were 
right on top of us - “No party tunes!” I 
mean, as if we would!? The first song 
from a certain Mr Charlie Devlin was 
"The Boys of the Old P.L.O." 1 might 
add that this song does not feature on the 
new tape. Charlie was giving it laldy, and 
the “P.L.O. - provisional wing!” chant 
was going down a treat when, suddenly, 


the secretary shouted, “OUT! I told you - 


Mar avoan thot isn 


war mermtes tesrannl?* 
Fi? per zy £LILE DE WulL SCALUSBO Uldt Wo 


‘THE BOXER 


of Great Britain: 


were am even 


were singing about “ 
proved no defence and we were out, 
never to return. We were, unlike the 
lefties, not too unhappy when the club 
closed down sometime later. 


The moral of this story; The Mourne 
Mountain Ramblers at Celtic Park? It’s 


» bound to end in tears, isn’t it? Anyway, 
~- well done, 


‘Peas ‘n Barley’. Oh, and 
there’s.also a Joe O’Sullivan (no relation 


ta the Celtic View editor, we hope) 


playing on this CD. (O'Malley) 


(Film Review) 

_ Starring: Daniel Day-Lewis, Brian Cox 
Some people already think that Daniel Day 
» Lewis:walks on water, but then he just had to 
.go and prove them wrong with this piece of 
“utter rubbish. From the opening shot, where 


the. screw has to remind Day Lewis’ 
‘reformed’ republican prisoner character that 


_che is.getting out of prison that day, to the end 
_ scene where he has to win the fight by a last 
“ round KO. He beats his:opponent into a pulp, 
‘but the ‘opponent, struggles to his feet and 
ee Daniel won't hit him: arlymore so he loses the 
~ fight. Oh, how very deep! That people such as 
‘Lewis and Brian Cox, one of the few successes 
_in the film, can lend their talents to this crap is 
- bewildering. That such drivel, written by 
_ Ronan Bennett and Directed by Jim Sheridan, 
can make it onto screen, shows all is not yet 
- well in Irish film land. Oh, and before I forget. 
the top TRA man gets shot at the end. Ruined it 
_ for you? Good! 


(O'Malley) 


: A Further Gesture (on video) 


Stephen Rea, Brendan Gleason, Alfred Molina. 
The opening shots as the credits role are a 
short dramatisation of the 1983 escape. No 
sooner has the escape scene left the screen than 
we are back to the usual mire that is standard 
fare of Ronan Bennett’s conveyer belt writing. 
Basically the IRA hero of the film goes off to 
America, gets 2 job as a dishwasher, and gets 
involved with a group of South Americans 
looking to bump off a mad dictator . 


No chance of the South American IRA getting 
a fair shake from’ Mr° Bennett. They are so 


_ incompetent they need the help of the local 
- crooks to buy some shoddy guns, It looks like 
they are on a suicide mission until’ our hero 
_ gives them some technical advice. At this stage 
‘the “RA man uses his “Get out of New York’ 
“card, drops into a local Irish bar and gets the 
“barman to phone IRA,-H.Q. Belfast to arrange 


transport out! 


In the time worn tradition of the IRA in the 
movies, the IRA man on the run comes to a 
bad end, and you are left with the impression 
that all along he had just wanted to be left in 
peace up in the Kesh! Wouldn’t it be great if 
Ronan Bennett could leave the Republican 
Movement in peace and go away and do some 
research for his next work? This is unlikely as 
his talent is so limited that he will probably 
continue to write about Ireland and play on the 
fact that he was interned for a few weeks in the 
early ‘70’s. “A Further Gesture” is only worth 
hiring on video for the escape scenes. Lets 
hope that aomeday, someone will make a film 
about the IRA’s Great Escape. Let’s also hope 


that it’s not Ronan Bennett. (O'Malley) 


 .) 
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Derby Days 


: This is the fourth book in the last two or 
eS # three years from the baldy nobodies that 
7 are known as the Brimson Brothers. A 


aS ce industry that has seen the : 


z: Brimsons promoting 

#2 themselves as TV 

=: pundits on the strength 
z: of their badly 

#2 researched beery pub 


‘a ee * any of the action to tell 
egies & eady Te eae 

rimson "# = it like it really was. 
=: Subtitled “The Games 
2 We Love To Hate”, ’, Derby Days repeats 


=: some of the fables in their previous three E 


i best sellers, and does so even less 


% convincingly. They know hee-haw about 


# Scotland, the firms or Derby Day 


a: encounters up here and, according to my E 


i very irate mate from Southampton, they 
z= know very little about the local rivalry 


i that exists between Portsmouth (Pompey) 3 


Ba “and Southampton (Saints). The book 


“= appears to be a clumsily stitched together : 


= amalgum of the rubbish that football 
a  thapcee send to them. These guys 
: are getting rich quick from rehashing the 
a 2 same book over and over again. Save 

% your money, this is rubbish. Sie Eck) 


fs ‘Red Attitude: 
s: (issue 18, £1.20 ine. ¢ 
i p&p, PO Box 83, 
= SWDO, Manchester, 
= M15 SNJ) : 
Red Attitude 
= continues with it’s; 
# usual high standards : 
gz mixing amusing =: 
= accounts of the 
=: Monaco trip and 
ae = match reports with serious analysis of 
Bs Man Utd. Also analysed is the Football © 
# Task Force, led by the Tory gargoyle. 
ze David Mellor. After the election, Mellor 
Ba «: should have been left to fade into 
# politcal obscurity, but Labour rescued 


=: his political career by giving him the Task : 


Force job. A more unrepresentative 
= ‘football fan’ you are unlikely to meet. 
: Mellor has grasped with a vengeance the 
nettle offered to him by his labour party 
Q backers, setting his own agenda for the 
ae #2 task force. Anti-racism (when racism at 

# football is declining) becomes the task 
z force’s hobby horse rather than the real 
* issues that affect fans such as all-seater 
= stadia and safe standing areas, ticket 


z 2 prices, satellite TV involvement... When ; 


: = an opportunist Tory bastard like Mellor 

fe starts shouting about racism at football, I 
% start looking for the catch. Red Attitude - 
2 Highly recommended. (Wee Eck) 


Coe eee eee eee eee eee eee eee cee eee 
Freee en earn aera area arena een a arena eran a arene eae en eee area arena ener en eres ara; 


& by Dougie and Eddie Brimson § 


=: tales from sources who : 
=: were too far away from ; 


= agencies (2) of members of the ultra- 
~ 3 Stalinist, New Communist Party (NCP) to 3 
= spy on both the right and the left. One of : : 
me the more bizarre stories involves a “ 
“ ‘transexual’ member of the NCP who was 5 
“aman - Tony McHugh - when he was a ES 
/ communist, but who mysteriously 

= became a woman - the grandly titled. 
: ‘Lady Athena McHugh ’- when she set up 7 
1 the British National Socialist Party Be 
2 (BNSP) seemingly, at the behest of BS 
= Searchlight. Weird!!! This character later 7 
“turned up in the company of NCP 

3 members in order to spy on activists 

z involved in London Against the Job 

* Seekers Allowance. It just shows the 

3 sheer contempt that the state and 

= Searchlight have for their subjects that 
z they will even use the same 

5 person/people to infiltrate organisations 
2 of both the right and the left. 


: Borderland comes RS 
: mainly from the pen of ne aa anti- : 
: fascist researcher, Larry O’Hara. Apart 

: from his historical documentation of the = 
: growth of British fascism which appeared * B 
rin the Lobster magazine, Notes From The 
: Borderland is probably the best thing that % 
: O’Hara has published so far. Serious anti- % 
: fascists should read Notes From The : 
: Borderland. This issue contains 

: information about the 

: machinations of the bizarre fascist 

: grouping the International Third 

: Position (ITP) who were involved in 

: aiding fascist mercenaries in Croatia and 
: who have, among other things, set up 4 

: right wing Catholic (Vatican 2) charity 

: shops in parts of England which, among 
other nutty right wing ventures, helpto = 
: fund a fascist “homeland” experiment in * 
: Spain. The ITP are more sinisterthana 
first glance at their activities might : 
: suggest because they believe in a fascism *% 
: by stealth approach; setting up alternative i 
% structures, businesses and networks; an 
= embryonic alternative system. Still racist, 

% still fascist, still totally bananas. 


: Notes from the Borderland’s revelations 
= about the New Communist Party should 
= be of particular relevance to Irish 

2 republicans, considering the fact that 

3 members of the NCP have at times been 
2 around the fringes of Irish solidarity of 
= organisations (especially in England) and # 
¢ are usually to be found sniffing around = # 
any controversial campaign which 

5 involves left wing groups. Their role as 
= part of the left (even if they are tiny in 
= numbers and politically insignificant} 

5 needs to be seriously scrutinised. 

5 Conspiracy theories abound but I'd still 
ee Britain might be. The extensive press 3 : are oe bores ha ie aicaeinsy Be 
= coverage that the secret state’s ‘anti- gues Tequired reading material for ail -TAScishs. = 
ss Suh i: Recommended (Wee Eck) +: 
sm fascist’ magazine Searchlight has been ait cssnccsnpncenncetteeceteee eee eee eet 
=: able to secure for the men in pointy ee 

hoods might be a clue. If this is the 

= ‘coming storm’ of fascism, we'll all die = 
laughing. The funniest part though is how # “ 
: any serious journalist can be taken in by Bs oe 
the Searchlight spin doctors who appear #427 David Dale Ave. 
= to be the sole promoters of the KKK on 34: Stewarton, Ayrshire, 
: this island. Those who lead the KKK in 5 : 
: Britain are an alleged child molester on 
=the run from the American authorities 

= (Alan Beshulla who lives in Wales), a 
former government tax inspector (Alan 
: Winder, England), a former inmate of 
: Carstairs State Mental Hospital James 

= Mitchell, who lives in Edinburgh) and a 
= former (?) Military Policeman (Steve 

= Cartwright from Glasgow). 


In other articles, O’Hara raises questions 
= about whose baby the Ku Klux Klan in 


5 another load of locale 
= gobshites with guitars and aw haircuts 3 
anxious to give your ears a good doing! # 
= Wait a minute, is that no’ that fat old Nazi # 
“from ‘The Exploited’ and ‘Goodbye Mr # 
=: Mackenzie’ who’s now with the ‘Grisly 3 
i Ghosts of Guy’? Or is that someone else? ¢ 


a Another man closely associated with the 
= emergence of the KKK is the leader of 

= C18 - Will “Mr. X” Browning - who was # 
=the Crown’s star prosecution witness at 
the murder trial of his former ‘racial = 
= comrades’ Charlie Sargent and Martin 
= Cross (who both got life sentences 
= recently for killing Wilf’s tea boy). 


= Spare us the political thoughts of bands 3} 
“like Turtlehead, who, in answer to az 
question about Scottish independence, # 
“replied, “Politically I don’t think Scotland 3 
“ is mature enough to make it as a stand Bs 
“alone nation” Patronising bastards! The % 
BS mag is a good read though. (Red Dwarf} % 


The Celtic-Minded Story 
When Davie Hay dared to suggest that 
those in charge of Celtic PLC were not 
sufficiently ‘Celtic-minded’ enough, 
he was routinely denounced as a 
Catholic bigot by those to whom his 
comments were aimed. Quite simply, 
Hay articulated what many of us feel 
about the people running Celtic. I 
don’t think bigotry had much to do 
with Hay’s remarks and, as a non- 
Catholic Celtic supporter, I 
can understand exactly what 
he was getting at. It has less 
to do with religion and more 
to do with a gut feeling for 
Celtic and its roots in an 
immigrant community. 


You see, that’s what I reckon 
is partly at the root of our 
problems. You just get the 
sense sometimes that the club 
doesn’t mean to the players 
and officials at Celtic Park, a 
fraction of what it means to 
the fans. When we talk about 
players and officials not being 
‘Celtic-minded’ enough, we're not 
talking about Catholicism. There are 
enough non-Catholices involved in this 
fanzine to knock that little bit of 
slanderous jiggery-pokery by McCann 
& Co. on the head. What we mean by 
‘Celtic-minded’ are those that will live, 
breathe and die for this club. The 
players that pulled on that jersey and 
knew what the history of our club 
meant to the people on the terraces 
and stands. The term Celtic-minded 
applies as much to Stein, Wallace, 


Auld, Dalglsh, McGrain and Provan__ 


(to name but 6) as it does to any 
Catholic who pulls on the hoops. The 
reason why there may have been 
questions raised about the 


commitment of certain officials and 
players to Celtic’s cause this season is 
pethaps because they appear to be 
passionless about the club. There are 
too many people at Celtic Park nght 
now who are content to draw a wage 
and see Celtic remain second best to 
Rangers. These people - and, wait for 
it, some of them are even Catholics! - 
have never known what it was like to 
stand on the terraces for all those years 
through thick and thin, good times and 
bad. The players are the least of our 
worries because it seems to be those in 
the highest positions within the club 
hierarchy who seem to be the least 
perturbed by our poor performances 
on the field of play. Why??? Well, for 
starters, how can an ‘avowed’ and 
‘alleged’ supporter of Hamilton Accies 
for most of his life suddenly know 
what it means to be a Celtic supporter? 
Celtic will never run through the veins 
of someone like that. That isn’t 
bigotry, it’s just common sense. You 
can’t change a lifelong commitment 
from one football team to another just 
because it happens to be your job and 
in your financial interests. 


“George Douglas... used to spend his 
time nicking Celtic fans outside the 
ground for such gross misdemeanours 
as being drunk or pissing against a 
wall... 

...Now he spends his time 
getting his private security firm to 
throw our fans out of their stadium.” 


“Are we fucking mad or what?” 


[ll guarantee that Brown, Douglas, 
McLean and McCann didn’t lose any 
sleep after the two recent defeats by 
Rangers. They seem to be content to 
watch the commercial side of the club 
flourish, bask in the glow of political 
non-entities who encourage their latest 
PR stunt against their own fans and 
count the money that they are actually 
taking out of the club. Jock Brown 
gets a very good wage from the money 
that we put into the club. So does the 
guy who duplicates his PR job, Peter 
McLean - who, incidentally always 
was and always will be a Hun at heart, 
no matter what Fergus’ apologists 
from the Bhoyzone fanzine say about 
him. “4 nice wee guy...” indeed! 


Fergus McCann will not only walk 
away from the club with in excess of 
£35million when he goes, but he also, 
as a ‘working’ managing director, 
takes a very substantial wage from the 
club at present. George Douglas, 
perhaps the biggest carpetbagger of all, 
used to spend his time nicking Celtic 
fans outside the ground for such gross 
misdemeanours as being drunk or 
pissing against a wall. Just as the old 
board were going, and Fergus was 
coming in, the bold George 
‘privatised’ the stewarding operation 
at Parkhead. Now he spends his time 
getting the Ais private security firm to 
throw our fans out of their own 
stadium. Are we fucking mad or what? 
This guy actually had the nerve to turn 
up on the doorstep of a wee boy who 
ran onto the park last year to read the 
riot act to his parents, repossess his 
season ticket, and tell the wee man that 
he was banned from Celtic Park. He 
better know what to expect if he ever 
shows his face near my fucking door, 
know what I mean George? Wee boys 
are more his measure though. 


These same people have the 
cheek to lecture the rest of 
us about bigotry and what it 
means to be a Celtic 
supporter. Would that they 
knew or even had the 
slightest clue as to what it 
means to be a _ Celtic 
supporter? I well remember 
Jock Stein threatening to 
ram the microphone of a 
Radio Clyde commentator 
up his arse after one such 
defeat: “We all know where 
your allegiances lie”, said 
the Big Man. That’s ‘Celtic- 
minded’. That’s an 
understanding of what this club means 
to all of us. Big Jock had it. Kenny had 
it. Danny had it. Nothing to do with 
religion, more to do with class and 
background and identity. 


As Billy McNeil recently stated in an 
interview with Sky’s Celtic Park Hour: 
“We (the Lisbon Lions) couldn’t 
believe how lucky we were. Here we 
were playing for the team that most 
of us supported anyway and getting 
paid for it! That’s how we always 
saw ourselves. We saw ourselves as 
an extension of the supporters. If we 
weren’t playing we would have been 
up there on the terraces with them.” 
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Campaign Against Sectarian fittacks 


Anti-Fascist Action 


Statement to Campaign Against Sectarian 
Attacks Public Meeting, Glasgow, Feb ‘98 


We extend the greetings of Anti- 
Fascist Action to this meeting and 
pledge our continued support for the 
Campaign Against Sectarian Attacks 
and the Celfic Fans Against Fascism 
organisation. 


With our experience of fighting against 
organised fascist groups in Scotland, 
England, Wales and Ireland, there is no 
doubt in the minds of AFA members that 
there is a common thread to the type of 
attacks that have been witnessed recently. 
Look at any racist attack and compare it 
to these sectarian attacks and you will see 
an undeniably similar’ method of 
operation. The only differences between 
race attacks and sectarian attacks are the 
organisations which directly benefit 
from them. By this we mean that the 
organisations which benefit from 
racist attacks, whether random or 
organised, are in the long run the 
fascists of the National Front and 
the British National Party. In 
Scotland, the direct beneficiaries of 
sectarian attacks are loyalist 
organisations such as the UVF, 
UDA and the LVF. Increasingly 
however loyalist and fascist 
organisations have become virtually 
indistinguishable from each other, 
having a cross over of members, 
strategy and tactics. , 


In England, to be a fascist is to be a 
loyalist, and to be a loyalist is to be 
a fascist. In Scotland, the differences 
between the two are merely 
organisational, and sometimes not even 
that clear. At last year’s general election, 
all ten of the signatories who proposed 
the BNP candidate in Shettleston were 
members of fascist or loyalist groups. 
The same story in Govan and Clydesdale 
(where all of the BNP’s proposers came 
from the notoriously loyalist town of 
Larkhall). 


The fascists and the loyalists network 
together, organise together and march 
together. In April, 1996, London AFA 
mobilised against a Combat 18 stewarded 
loyalist march in London. A 
confrontation took place between Anti- 
Fascist Action stewards and a group of 
fascists and loyalists who were drinking 
together in the White Hart pub in Central 
London. Interestingly, the loyalist flute 
band which came off worst in this 


canfrantatinn were the Pride af Gavan 
WwW 444s Vee erwaw taayw /4 2aseyw Va ww vee 


Band from Glasgow who were there 
under the patronage of the paramilitary 
fascist group Combat 18. Combat 18’s 
leader Charlie Sargent, who boasts of his 
friendship with UFF assassin and leading 
loyalist prisoner, Johnny Adair, was 
himself recently sentenced to life for 
murder. 


Sargent is not alone among fascist 
leaders who have a direct connection to 
loyalism. Terry Blackham the current 
‘activities’ organiser of the National Front 
has only recently been released from jail 
after serving a four year sentence for 
UDA gun-running. Among Blackham’s 
supporters who visited him whilst he was 
in a Scottish prison were loyalists from 
Bridgeton. Frank Portinari and Eddie 
Whicker are another two NF members 
with connections and, in Portinari’s case, 
convictions for loyalist gun running. 


Going further back, in the mid-1980’s, a 
Neo-Nazi rock band called ‘Offensive 


Weapons’, played concerts in Belfast and 
London in aid of Loyalist Prisoners to 
exclusively fascist audiences. Two of the 
bands members were called John Adair 
and Sam McCrory. When Mo Mowlam, 
the Northern Ireland secretary recently 
visited the Maze Prison to discuss 
difficulties over the loyalist ceasefire, two 
of the four UFF prison leaders that she 
held talks with were the notorious Johnny 
Adair and his leader, Sam McCrory. 
McCrory, incidentally, sports a ‘White 
Power’ tattoo on his right forearm. You 
can understand then, that it is with some 
confidence that AFA can say that half the 
leadership of the UFF in Long Kesh are 
notorious Neo-Nazis. 


All of this information points to the fact 
that loyalist and fascist organisations 
operating in Britain are inextricably 
linked both 
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organisationally and — 


politically. Jason Campbell, the man who 
murdered a 16 year old Celtic fan, whilst 
probably not formally a member of any 
organisation on the far right nonetheless 
shared a common goal and method with 
them. To terrorise and subjugate a 
minority community. 


The question for this meeting is how do 
we fight such attacks. In order to fight 
against the perpetrators of such attacks 
we must first find out who they are. That 
means a gathering of information on 
loyalists and fascists who are likely to be 
engaged in or directing the assaults. We 
also need to have every attack no matter 
how minor reported to an independent 
body. The police have shown their 
colours by denying that the attacks are 
even taking place. No matter whether it is 
spitting, punching, kicking, or stabbing; 
we need to know what is happening in 
order that we can take preventative 
action. 


It is important as well that our actions 
are well organised. The press, as has 
been shown by the witch-hunting 
article in the Daily Record, are 
rarely on the side of those who 
stand up against such hatred. The 
mere mention that people should be 
prepared to physically defend 
themselves is enough for the press 
to turn victims into aggressors, the 
architects of their own misfortune. 
However, that doesn’t mean that 
we should not be prepared to fight 
back physically when necessary. 


The reaction of the Daily Record to 
the first Celtic Fans Against Fascism 
leaflet was not only hysterical, it was 
part of an orchestrated campaign to 
outlaw anti-fascism. Throughout 
Europe the same thing is happening. 
As society moves further to the right it 
is no longer fashionable for journalists to 
hound far right groups. Instead it is anti- 
fascists who have become the victims of 
press smears. In a recent editorial a 
Danish Daily newspaper commented: “Ji 
is not the violent rhetoric of the fascists 
that is the problem, it is the actual 
violence of the anti-fascists that is the 
problem...” 


Increasingly it will be people like those at 
this meeting who bear the brunt of attacks 
from the state, as well as their lapdogs in 
the tabloid press. Our organisation, AFA. 
has already had an _ international 
conference banned and disrupted by 
press smears instigated by a Labour 
council, operating to a right wing agenda. 


That is what we are up against. That is 
why the police can so brazenly dismiss 
and deny the numbers of sectarian 
attacks. That is why the police can 
circulate rumours in the Bridgeton area, 
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as they have been doing recently, that an 
unspecified group of Celtic fans are 
planning retaliatory attacks upon pubs in 
the area. It is also why the police 
presence in Bridgeton was only recently 
increased. This increase was not designed 
to protect Celtic fans going through the 
area. It was in fact designed to protect 
loyalist pubs from the imaginary attacks 
of Celtic fans. 


Two weeks ago, at a Bloody Sunday 
Commemoration in London, the National 
Front counter-demonstration was 
escorted into the area by the police and 
left the area immediately afterwards with 
the police. It was Anti-Fascist Action 
rather than the fascists who were 
hounded for hours on the day by police. 
With the state increasingly adopting the 
agenda of the far right, it is obvious to us 
that to expect the police to do anything 
about racism or sectarian attacks is futile. 
In light of this it is necessary to draw a 
line in the sand and say ‘this far and no 
further’. The only people capable of 
stopping fascist attacks and sectarian 
murders are those in this room tonight 
and those outside who we can convince 
of our approach. As for AFA, we pledge 
ourselves to do everything in our power, 
politically and physically, to achieve an 
end to sectarian attacks against Celtic 
supporters and members of the Catholic 
community in Glasgow. 


We repriat here, with the kind permission 
of CASA and its supporters, the statements 
from participants in the Campaign Against 
Sectarian Attacks and a letter that the 


Campaign received frem Fergus McCane 2a 
behalf of Celtic FC. Alse incladed is a brief 
update. Farther information can be ebtained 
by calling AFA on 0976 406370 . 


TioccaidOh Ar La! 


Statement to public meeting of Campaign 
Against Sectarian Attacks by TAL fanzine 
Tiocfaidh Ar La! The _ republican 
fanzine for Celtic supporters would like 
to express on behalf of our editorial 
group our full and unqualified support 
for Celtic Fans Against Fascism and 
the Campaign Against Sectarian 

Attacks. 


Despite the high profile public campaign, 
Bhoys Against Bigotry, Celtic Football 
Club has never addressed itself to the 
issue of attacks upon its own supporters 
by loyalist bigots. Even when 16 year old 
supporter, Mark Scott, was murdered in 
Bridgeton by Jason Campbell, the club 
remained silent. The latest attack on 
another Celtic supporter, Sean O’Connor, 
was nothing less than attempted murder. 
The response of the club to Sean’s attack 
was to issue no statements to the press 
and offer no advice to fans through the 
club’s own newspaper, The Celtic View. 
The only response that Celtic did make to 
Sean’s attack, after publicity appeared in 
the newspapers, was to send him a copy 
of the Social Mission Statement and to 
offer him free tickets to the director’s box 
for a subsequent home game. After being 
stabbed in the neck by a loyalist, it is 
hardly relevant to send the victim a copy 
of the club’s policy on bigotry. 


It is only when campaigns and meetings 
like this are organised by fans themselves 
that the Celtic PR machine goes into 
overdrive, not to support such initiatives 
but to denigrate them. The fact is that, 
with their roots in the immigrant Irish 
community of Glasgow and with such a 
forthright stance against bigotry, it 
should have been Celtic FC who 
organised the response to sectarian 
attacks. But what do we get instead? We 
are attacked by our own club for 
singing songs which our fanzine would 
argue are part of the culture and history 
of the club and it’s supporters. We have 
an elimination by stealth approach to 


the presence of the Irish Tricolour among 
supporters in the stands, at the same time 
as declaring that the tricolour will remain 
flying above the stadium. The club see 
only one colour when it comes to the 
question of bigotry and unfortunately that 
colour appears to be green. Yet, the fact 
remains that in the Glasgow area, most 
sectarianism, and the physical attacks 
which accompany it, is actually anti- 
Catholic and anti-Irish. It is not even 
handed and bigotry cannot always be 
simplistically defined as two sides of the 
same coin. Sometimes the coin is a 
double-headed one. 


As for our own fanzine which espouses 
an unashamed republican outlook, we 
have often been accused of sectarianism 
ourselves. Again, we would argue that it 
depends who is pointing the finger, and 
from where, that defines what a particular 
person thinks constitutes bigotry. Bigotry 
it seems is in the eye of the beholder. 
Does arguing for a united Ireland make 
us bigots? Does supporting the Irish 
people’s right to self-determination make 
us bigots? Does supporting Sinn Fein’s 
right to be at the negotiating table in the 
Peace Process make us bigots? We don’t 
think so and neither do a substantial 
number of Celtic supporters who buy our 
fanzine. It seems that the mere voicing of 
support for Irish Republicanism, and 
sometimes even just being prepared to 
openly debate the issue of Ireland, is 
enough to have you denounced and 
exposed in sections of the Scottish media. 


Look at the Daily Record’s reaction to 
this campaign. The mere existence of a 
campaign that might challenge and defeat 
the attacks of loyalist bigots is treated 
with alarm. It’s organisers, in this case 
Celtic Fans Against Fascism, are 
denounced as “terrorists, thugs, 
hardliners and vigilantes.” A pub where 
a box number is registered is exposed by 
the same paper. All of the methods that 
we have come to recognise as those of 
the tabloid gutter press. It would be 


funny were it not so irresponsible. By 
exposing the box number address, the 
Daily Record reporter leaves innocent 
people in fear and danger from further 
sectarian attacks. It should be 
remembered that on the anniversary of 
Jason Campbell’s uncle’s death, the UVF 
bomber, “Big Bill” Campbell, three Irish 
pubs in Glasgow were firebombed. 


Compare this to the initially sympathetic 
treatment of Sean O’Connor after the 
attack by the Daily Record and their 
previously sterling reporting of the Jason 
Campbell affair and you have a case for 
arguing that certain sections of the press 
in the West of Scotland not only live off 
the issue of sectarianism, they actually 
promote it. The attitude seems to be one 
of “Can't live with them, can’t make a 
living without them”. 


It is no irony that the same reporter who 
wrote the smear story against Celtic Fans 
Against Fascism, less than two weeks 
later penned a two page article boasting 
of her visit to the “inner sanctum” of the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force. Was this her 
reward from the most sectarian group of 
loyalists in the north of Ireland for her 
recent smear of Celtic Fans Against 
Fascism? 


We believe that this issue’ of 
campaigning against the sectarian 
attacks on our supporters is one which 
should unite all Celtic supporters. 
From the people who run the club to 
the fans in the stands, this is a 
campaign that should place no barriers 
between Celtic supporters. We all have 
a common interest and a common 
goal. The strategies and tactics for 
taking the campaign forward we can 
all discuss, argue and debate as people 
with the same interests at heart. Our 
supporters should be able to walk the 
streets of this city without the fear of 
attack. What is unreasonable about 
that demand? Who could possibly 
disagree with that? Who could find 
fault or misconstrue as sectarian such 
a campaign? Only a bigot could. 


M. D. (for TAL Editorial Group) 


Campaign Against Sectarian Attacks 


Statement to Public Meeting of Campaign Against 
Sectarian Attacks from Sean O’ Connor 


Coltic fans seek new rail station to 
bypass gauntiel af knife attacks 


Above: Scotland On Sunday 15/2/98 
Their report of the campaign was 
unbiased despite ‘off-the-record’ 
attempts to smear it. 


Fergus’ Letter to the Campaign 
Letter to the Campaign Against 


Sectarian Attacks from Fergus 


McCann, 


Celtic FC. 

Dear Mr. McAlacise. 

Sectarianism 

This club has received two letters from 
you this week, one addressed to ‘Celtic’ 
and the other to ‘Bhoys Against Bigotry’. 
I would point out that ‘Bhoys Against 
Bigotry’ is a campaign to work against 
bigotry in any form, instigated by Celtic 
Football Club and now involving many 
organisations such as around one 
hundred of Glasgow’s schools. 

Regarding your invitation to send a 
speaker to your event on Friday, 13" in 
the City Halls, Celtic will not be 
represented at the gatherings the club has 
serious concerns regarding the motives of 
some of the factions involved in this 
event. 


Managing Director, 


“Having been the target of a nakedly sectarian attack carried out by loyalist 
bigots it makes me proud to see that there are people who are prepared to stand 
up and demand an end to such cowardly attacks. Those who oppose religious 
intolerance and indeed all forms of bigotry should support the aims of the Celtic 
Fans Against Fascism campaign. I believe that their aims and objectives are 
positive and forward thinking and | find the attempt by some sections of the 
media to portray those involved as “Vigilantes” and “Hardliners” deeply offensive. 
Bigotry has no place in society and I hope that through this campaign all sectarian 
attacks against the Catholic community in Glasgow shall cease.” 


With regard to sectarian attacks in the 
city, there are many areas, regrettably, 
that are sectarian flash points: these areas 
have been discussed with the police and 
the Celtic Supporters Association and 
appropriate action taken in terms of 
advising supporters through the 
supporters network and working with the 
police to recognise the need for increased 
policing in particular areas. 

With reference to your claim that there is 
no ‘hidden agenda’ in your campaign. 
Celtic strongly suspects that there is 
another not so ‘hidden agenda’ bedded in 
your campaign and not a healthy one. 
Your literature would certainly suggest it. 
If your campaign is seriously (sic) about 
working against sectarian attacks, | would 
suggest that his (sic) matter be left in the 
hands of the Club, the Celtic Supporters 
Association and the police. 

Regarding some of your calls for action. 
the proposal of a new train station nearer 
to Celtic Park is something that the club 
has been lobbying for, for some time. 
The safety of the Celtic supporters is 
always a priority for the management of 
Celtic Football Club and we will continue 
to act in the interests of the supporters of 
the Club. 

Yours sincerely, Fergus McCann. 


A Footnote from CASA 


Celtic FC still remains publicly silent on 
the issue of sectarian attacks, only 
springing to action when CASA 
organises an activity. The campaign 
organisers believe that there were 
elements present at our meetings who 
reported back our proposed activities 
to the police and the club. This is 
evident after a protest activity planned 
for a home game outside Celtic Park 
had to be called off due to the massive 
presence of police and extra stewards 
drafted in for the day. Our meeting 
point in the city centre that day also 
had a large scale police presence. 
Despite this, we are determined to 
continue with the Campaign Against 
Sectarian Attacks. Mr. McCann, has 
also been embroiled in a bitter dispute 
with the Supporters Association due to 
their lack of enthusiasm for ‘Bhoys 
Against Bigotry’ and their 
interpretation of the ‘Celfic-minded’ 
debate. We are not alone. 
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“Daily Record’s Chief Reporter Threatens LAL” 


In what can only be described as a 
sensational outburst, Anna Smith, the 
Daily Record’s Chief Reporter has 
made threats against members of the 
TAL Team after we criticised her 
irresponsible article about Celtic Fans 
Against Fascism and the Campaign 
Against Sectarian Attacks. The threats 
came after Smith called the Anti- 
Fascist Action hotline and asked for an 
associate of this fanzine by name. 
Describing the last Green Mole column 
as “a silly move as he will soon find 
out...” and, implying loyalist/sectarian 
connections, she stated that she has 
“.. probably spent more time in 
Northern Ireland than he _ has...” 
According to AFA, her manner then 
took a more threatening tone. 


This excuse for a journalist then went on 
to say, “J have friends on both sides in 
Northern Ireland”. She said that she 
knew the source of the information about 
her and in a sinister twist added, “He will 
be dealt with...’ Asked whether this was 
a threat she refused to answer or be 
drawn any further but the implication of 
such statements are obvious. Is it just a 
coincidence that Anna Smith, within days 
of her smear of Celtic Fans Against 
Fascism, penned a two page publicity 
advert, masquerading as ‘investigative 
journalism’, for the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force (LVF)? What are you going to do 
Anna? Drop our names to your pals in 


“The people who write 

and sell that fanzine are 

completely bonkers. I 
know the people in 


Chapelhall who buy it and 


they’re off their heads!” 


Anna Smith, Chief Reporter, 
Obviously an 
expert when it comes to insanity. 


Daily Record. 


Portadown or Airdrie? I hardly think that 
you'd be telling them anything that they 
didn’t know already. Or is it the old Daily 
Record exposes the men behind the 
masks wheeze? The suspense is killing 
us. 


Despite being a season ticket holder at 
Parkhead, Anna Smith has sought to 
criminalise and demonise those of us 
who have been prepared to make a stand 
against sectarianism. Not content with 
that, she also betrayed her contempt for 
republican supporters among Celtic fans 
by stating, “The people who write and 
sell that fanzine are completely bonkers. 
I know the peopie in Chapelhail who buy 
it and they're off their heads as well!” 
Anna Smith is obviously an authority on 
insanity. 


We do not know whether her agenda is 
completely her own. It could be a 
combination of her editors, the police or 
the ‘powers-that-be’ at Celtic Park. We 
also suspect that some of her information 
has been supplied by people who like to 
think that they are “/eff wing”, such is the 
jealousy and hatred of this fanzine and 
Celtic supporters in general. It is 
interesting to note that a few years ago 
using exactly the same method of tracing 
PO Box numbers, which she describes as 
“standard journalistic practice”, a 
certain Anna Smith who at the time was 
working for the Sunday Times Scotland, 
attempted to make contact with Red 
Action with regard to an article on their 
Irish Republican links. Red Action 
ignored her calls, but it seems that her 
pursuit of Glasgow-based militant 
republicans is a recurring theme. Spooky. 


As we predicted ourselves the tabloid 
press have immediately sought to scare 
off supporters from a campaign which 
was purely defensive in nature. Despite 
the smears, 100 Celtic fans turned up for 
the first public meeting of the campaign 
and pledged themselves to the fight 
against loyalist attacks on Celtic 
supporters. At other clubs such moves 
would be applauded. But not at Celtic. Is 
there collusion between the club and the 
press to denigrate the campaign? 


Anna Smith has been rattled by TAL’s 
threat to print her address. We have 
further news for Ms. Smith because, 
despite the threats that she made in a 
telephone conversation with AFA’s press 
officer, we are warning her that if the 
harassment continues not only will we 
print her address, we might just print the 
pictures and other juicy information as 
well. How’s that for ‘standard 
journalistic practice’ ? 


Contract Killers !!! 


Readers may have read in previous issues of 
TAL (17 & 18) our information and analysis 
of fascist involvement in certain football 
casual ‘firms’ in Scotland. In it we named 
several individuals who have in our opinion 
formed unhealthy relationships with loyalists 
and fascists. Most of the named individuals 
are third division gangsters with very little in 
the way of politics or brains. We stand by the 
previous articles, despite recently being 
informed that they have threatened to have 
certain people associated with TAL “dealt 
with”. They have cited reasons for this as 
being that our articles effectively “grassed” 
them up for their drug dealing activities. As 
we previously stated, if the cops are crawling 
all over their ‘business interests’ then it’s 
hardly surprising. If we can so easily find 
things out about them, surely it must strike 
them that the coppers are probably on to 
them as well?!? Your “grass” is much more 
likely to be closer to home, my friends. 


Schools Sing The Blues! 
Dear TAL, 

I am a 16 year old pupil at a Roman 
Catholic High School in the Glasgow area 
where the SMT (Senior Management 
Team) have sided with Mr McCann and his 
anti-bigotry campaign. There are two high 
schools in this area. Everyday, on my way 
to school, I see pupils from the other 
school with their Rangers shirts, scarves 
and jackets, while pupils from my own 
school must wear school uniform. We are 
not even allowed to wear Celtic hats or 
scarves to keep us warm in winter. Celtic 
tops and shorts are also banned from PE 
classes, yet our Hun supporting teacher 
turns a blind eye to the odd Rangers kit 
which makes an appearance! In order to 
combat this bigotry in a Catholic school, 
and some other fascist goings-on that I 
have encountered, I have decided to join 
the Celtic Anti-Fascists and purchase 100 
of the Celtic Fans Against Fascism stickers 
which I intend to decorate my school with. 
Please reply soon, CP, Glasgow. 


Prison and Poetry! 

Dear TAL, 

I am a pro-Republican prisoner currently 
on remand in prison. I got your address 
from a copy of Fighting Talk. I would be 
very grateful for any copies of TAL, Celtic 
stuff and anything regarding the 
“Troubles”, as I intend to use this time as 
constructively as possible. I would also 
like to send TAL poems and art work and, 
if you judge them to be worthy you can 
print them. I’ve enclosed a poem - it’s the 
first one that I’ve ever wrote in my entire 
life! If you print it, I°ll dance a fuckin’ jig 
in the exercise yard! 

Yours etc, Shaun, HMP Armley. 

TAL REPLY: Get jigging Shaun ‘cos if 
you search for Element’s page in this 
issue you'll find that your poem is there! 


Red And Green 


Dear Celts, 

Many thanks for issue 19 and my TAL 
membership card. The only snag was that 
you forgot to send the stickers! There’s a 
place round here that is frequented by 
City/Hun bigots who aren’t too keen on my 
Red Attitude stickers. Hopefully they won't 
like the TAL ones either! 

Yours, in red and green, DC, Cumbria. 


TAL REPLY: Sorry that you haven't 
received your stickers yet. Hopefully, by 
the time you read this issue, you will have 
already got them, run out of ‘em, and 
have ordered another batch! Any other 
readers who have been waiting a while for 
stickers and TAL SC cards - apologies, 
we're getting to you, eventually! 


Slogans! 

Dear TAL, 

This is only the second issue of TAL that 
I’ve read, and I have to say that it makes 
some interesting and funny reading. I’ve 
enclosed a fiver for a sub. I’d also very 
much appreciate if you could also enclose 
some information on where I can get some 
republican posters and slogans to display 
around my workplace. Please also enclose 
a membership for TAL. 

Thanks for your help, 

CA, Edinburgh. 


Smitten! 

Dear TAL, 

I love Celtic and I love Tiocfaidh Ar La! 
So congratulations on doing an excellent 
job with your fanzine. TAL is brilliant! I 
came across it through some Celtic friends 
and, having read issues 18 & 19, I’m 
hooked! Please find enclosed a cheque for 
my first subscription and £4 for 100 Celtic 
Anti-Fascist stickers. Please also enrol me 
in the TAL Supporters Club. I have also 
enclosed a small donation of £6 to your 
fanzine. Keep TAL coming and all the best. 
Sian Go Fail’ 

CW, London (Irish). 


Dear TAL, 

On behalf of myself and my cousin, who 
is also a regular reader, we'd like to thank 
you for the couple of hours of pleasure 
that you give us when each issue is 
published. I enclose a tenner for 200 
stickers to decorate my local area, Govan, 
especially for all those visiting the 50,000 
all-seater, outdoor ‘lodge’ up the road 
from us. I feel that it is long overdue that a 
Celtic Anti-Fascist organisation was set 
up. It’s nice to know that some people are 
out there and willing to get up off their 
arses and do something. The fanzine is by 
far the best on the market, so please keep 
up the good work. I especially enjoy the 
‘Fans Around The World’ section and the 
posters. Please send the stickers and a 
couple of membership cards, and also the 
address of the St. Pauli fanzines. Please 
could you also tell me what the poster in 
issue 19 says ‘cos I can’t speak German? If 
you need any help with anti-fascist, anti- 
racist and anti-loyalist events please get in 
touch. We'd be glad to help TAL in any 
way we can. Release the prisoners say the 
Govan Provos! 

Yours Provolly, M & R, Govan, Glasgow 


TAL REPLY: Thanks for the offer of help 
lads. We'll be in touch with you soon. 
None of us at TAL speak German too well 
either, but we reckon that the poster in the 
last issue basically means, “Women of the 
IRA - The. struggle widens”. If that’s not 
right then we'll probably get a 
barrowload of letters from our German 
readers slagging us! 


Letters 


Time To Take Action! 


Dear TAL, 

First I would like to say how much I enjoy 
reading the magazine. I have only just 
started to buy TAL but will continue 
doing so. Your most interesting articles are 
on the Campaign Against Sectarian 
Attacks. We cannot allow this to happen 
on our own doorstep and | would like 
more information about what we can do 
about it. I am sick of these scum bastards 
and their shitebag, attacks. It is about time 
that Fergus got his Bhoys Against Bigotry 
campaign to take some action - not fucking 
likely! 


I would also like to join your supporters 
club, after reading your paragraph from 
TAL 19 about, “... it’s not about how 
many books you read or marches vou go 
to, it’s about what you do about it...” 
Please send 100 Celtic Fans Against 
Fascism Stickers. I have enclosed a cheque 
for them and the membership fee. I look 
forward to hearing from you about any 
activities or meetings in the future. 

See you iater, 

The Baillieston Provo. 


Cartwright’s Dilemma! 
Friends, 

After buying the TAL (issue 18) J read 
with great interest your story of the “Scum 
Alliance” which will be following 
Scotland during the World Cup. The story 
sparked my attention, not so much because 
of the hooligan alliance but moreso 
because of the BNP/NF activists who are 
involved in it. As usual, a certain Mr. 
Steven Cartwright cropped up again in 
relation to this topic, with his motley crew 
of Neanderthals who tag along with the 
UVF (Union of Vegetable Farmers!). 


Cartwright’s BNP claims to be the 
defensive vanguard for Northern Ireland to 
stay British and Unionist within the UK. 
Does this muppet Cartwright know what is 
happening in Eire among his fascist 
friends? Many will be interested to know 
that in Southern Ireland there are also 
fascist/neo-Nazi organisations such as John 
T. Kane’s ‘NSIWP’ (National Socialist 
Irish Workers Party) in Dublin, and the 
Kilkenny City NSP (National Socialist 
Party) along with the SAI (Social Action 
Initiative) in Co. Cork. These Nazi groups 
in the south are also very anti-Provo, anti- 
Socialist, anti-Marxist, anti-working class. 


They also claim to work on an ‘all-Ireland’ 
basis. This presumably means that they 
regard Northern Ireland as ‘theirs’ which 
suggests that they might be at loggerheads 
with their British counterparts who believe 
that ‘Uister is British’. An interesting 
situation for Mr Cartwright and Co. to get 
their heads around, eh? 


' JB, Glasgow 


Football Fans Aroanod The World 


STAD ROTTER AY sAD ROTTERDAY 
_ VERTEKERH Ey wy SERZEKERINEY 


Feyenoord Fans Against Racism 
Hi Folks, 

We’ve heard a lot about your magazine 
and your political campaigns. We're a 
gang of Feyenoord fans who all support 
Celtic as our favourite team after 
Feyenoord. For me _ personally this 
unsuccessful (for our teams! ) 
combination goes back at least ten years. 
Through all those years me and others 
have been wearing Celtic shirts. It started 
as a reaction to some Ajax fans wearing 
Rangers shit. It was easy for us - we 
could hate them even more! But, that is 
not really why I have written this letter. 
We would like to get your magazine and 
exchange some stickers. We would also 
like to meet some of you. In September 
98 two of us will be travelling through 
England and Scotland. The highlight will 
be a visit to a Celtic match (we hope!) 
Maybe we can drink a few pints together? 
Don’t worry about places to sleep, we 
already have some friends in Glasgow 
that we will stay with. So, we hope to 
hear from you. Lastly, don’t worry, 
because if there’s anyone in the world 
who can bring you the first in a row of 
ten it will be Wim Jansen. The best coach 


on earth. We miss him 


All the best, Iwan, Feyenoord Fan. 


I am ared skinhead from Genoa. I would 
like to jon your membership and I would 
also like to receive a list of material (T- 
Shirts, patches, pins and stickers) of TAL 
and Celtic Fans Against Fascism. 1 
distribute the material of my group 
(SHARP-Redskins,  Brigata Claudio 
Spagna, Genova) and if you are 
interested write to me for a list. Please 
send me the info on subscription and the 
international mail payment. 

Thank You, Diego, Genova, itaiy 
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Celtic Pen-Pals Wanted! 
Dear TAL, 
I am a 16 year old boy from 
Frondenberg in Germany. I am a mad 
St. Pauli and Celtic supporter. So, I am 
looking for a male or female pen- 
friend who is a Celtic supporter. I 
would die to see Celtic playing in next 
years Champions League. So do your 
very best! See You! And remember, 
don’t just play football, celebrate it! 
Yours, Roman. 
My address is: 
Roman Laczkowski 
Strickherdicker Weg 11, 
58730 Frondenberg, 
Germany 


Good Luck from the Bretons! 
Hello TAL! 

Best wishes and good luck to the 
fanzine makers of Tiocfaidh Ar La! 
And to all the fans of Celtic of 
Glasgow. Good Continuation! 
Kenavo! 
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Irisch Republicanische Nachrichten 
IRN, Freundinnen Irlands, c/o NN Bucher, 
Kastanienallee 85, 10435 Berlin, Germany. 
We recommend that German-speaking TAL 
readers subscribe to this excellent magazine 
from Berlin. As well as their own views on the 
situation in Ireland, the mag also includes 
selected translations from Republican News, 
Red Action and TAL. There’s good Irish 
merchandise for sale; including posters, tapes 
and T-Shirts. (costs § DM inc. P&P) 


Der Ubersteiger 


Ubersteiger, c/o Fanladen, Thadnstr. 94, St. 
Pauli, 22767 Hamburg, Germany. (5 DM) 
The biggest selling St. Pauli fanzine. There’s 
news and views on all things St. Pauli and 
Smiler from TAL usually contributes some 
news on Celtic. The magazine is in German 
but there’s lots of pictures and cartoons for 
those, like us, who don’t have a ‘Danny La 
Rue’ what they’re on about!!! 


Splitter 


Splitter, Raphael Kansky, Hopfenstr. 4, 
St Pauli, 20359 Hamburg, Germany. 
5DM including post & packaging) 

Another St. Pauli fanzine, this one has a bit 
more politics in it. Ireland, anti-fascism and 
punk rock seem to be it’s main concerns - 
after St. Pauli’s fortunes on the park, of 
course. The last issue inclued perhaps the 
silliest interview I have ever read, with a 
Glasgow punk band called Ex-Cathedra. 
Essentially, the band are a bunch of cleset- 
Huns posing as ‘Wadical Anarchists’. If 
anything, this interview simply demonstrates 
that most Glasgow musicians (apart from 
those in Trish bands who Ex-Cathedra in their 
ignorance routinely dismiss as “sectarian”) 
have little of value to say or contribute on 
anything. Ex-Cathedra only betrayed their 
ignorance of football and their contempt for 
Celtic and Ireland. They, wait for it, they 
compare Partick Thistle’s “non-sectarianism” 
to St. Pauli’s “anti-racism”. Laugh? It would 
be funny if these no-marks weren't so serious. 
The interview ends in one of the band trading 
statements about the IRA that sound like 
‘Sun’ headlines. The only questions that I'd 
pose to Splitter is; what exactly was the point 
of interviewing these wankers? And, don’t you 
think that TAL would have interviewed them 
if they had anything remotely interesting to 
say? It’s enlightening that Ex Cathedra have 
to go to Germany to get this kind of attention. 


Billy Power, is one of the 
‘Birmingham 6’ men who were 
wrongly imprisoned for pub 
bombings in the 1970’s and 
released after 16 years amid a 
furore over British Injustice. 
Billy spoke recently to TAL’s 
intrepid interviewers, The 
Hammer and The Leyton 
Buzzard, who asked him about 
life on the outside, victims of 
injustice, and his hopes for the 
Irish peace process... 


TAL: Firstly, how’s life been for 
you since your release from 
prison? 

Billy: Not too bad. I’m getting 
used to it. We are still fighting 
for a pardon and compensation 
but after six years that matter 
still isn’t settled. They've made a 
couple of offers but how do you 
put a price on those years? 
Spending 16 years in prison for 
something we hadn’t done. It’s 
not just about money. My 
children lost their father and I 
lost the chance to be a father to 
them. So far, their estimates of 
compensation have been 
derisory in our opinions. 


Uf that gets settled will you stay 
in Britain? 

At the moment I don’t know, 
although ultimately I have 
always felt that I'd go back to 
Ireland. Probably to Cork or 
Dublin. Again, it depends on 
how things go with the legal 
claims that we are pursuing. 


What do you think about how 
you were fitted up? 

As you know, we were arrested 
on our way to the funeral of a 
republican in Belfast. We never 


hid the fact that we had 
republican sympathies or that 
friends of ours had ~— been 


involved in things. Personally. 
I’m not really a supporter of 
violence, but ultimately, we all 
supported the goal of the 
Republican Army which is a 
united Ireland. We were stopped 
on the way over to the funeral 


and false forensic evidence was 
used to convict us. And, even 
after release, 6 years later, we're 
still having to fight for basic 
rights. 


How do you mean? 

Well, my wife has to work all 
the hours under the sun just to 
keep us going. Do you know 
that I don’t qualify for state 
benefits because I am deemed 
by them to be ‘unemployable’ 
after the years in prison and the 
high profile nature of our case? 


How do you occupy yourself 
now then? 

When we were released, all of 
us (the Birmingham 6) felt 
obliged to help all of those 
people inside British prisons that 
we knew to be innocent like us 
and ——- victims of British 
miscarriages of justice. Frank 
Johnson whose case you feature 
in the last issue of TAL (19). 
Frank is a friend of mine and he 
clearly didn’t commit the crime 
that he was accused for. The 
Bridgewater Four was also a 
case that I campaigned for. 
Jimmy is a good mate of mine. 
‘And, obviously, Roisin 
McAliskey’s imprisonment on 
trumped up charges while she 
was pregnant was an absolute 
disgrace. The authorities knew 
she was innocent but I think that 
they punished her because of 
her family and who her mother 
is. Bernadette’s always been a 
thorn in their side. Generally, 
myself and the other lads will try 
to give our support to these and 
other similar cases. I’ve been all 
over the place speaking on the 
subject and so has Paddy Hill 
who I think you’ve met on his 
travels to Glasgow. 


What do you think about the 
Peace Process in the north of 
Ireland? 

I think that this is the best 
chance since the war started to 
bring about a fair settlement of 
the conflict. I think that Gerry 
Adams has emerged out of this 
head and shoulders above the 
other party leaders at the talks. I 
also believe that Bertie Ahern 
has played a more constructive 
role than his predecessor, 
Bruton, who seemed always to 
be more at home in _ the 
company of the unionists than 
the nationalists. Ultimately, the 
border has to go. In the rest of 
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Europe borders are becoming 
less important from the point of 


view of trade. Even on 
economic grounds it’s hard to 
argue against the north 


becoming part of the economy 
of a united Ireland. England no 
longer represents the answer to 
the unemployment problems of 
the north or the south. They 
have their own unemployment 
problem thanks to the legacy of 
Thatcher. Less people are 
moving over in search of work, 
preferring to stay in their own 
communities. Maybe that’s why 
the Catholic population in the 
north is booming?! According to 
the census of 1991, they reckon 
that the Catholics would be the 
majority in the north inside 20 
years. I think that took even the 
British government and the 
unionists by surprise. There 
hadn’t been a census for 20 
years, you see, because the 
nationalists boycotted the last 
one. That could be why the 
British want to negotiate now 
rather than wait. Because. even 
based on population 
calculations, it looks lke we’re 
heading for a united Ireland. 


Lastly, What do you think of the 
fanzine? 

I think it’s great. From my point 
of view. I especially like the fact 
that the magazine regularly 
features stuff about the 
republican prisoners and other 
prisoners who are victims of the 
unjust British legal system. 
When you're inside and a 
magazine like this comes and 
you see your name in it. you 
immediately get a lift. I think 
maybe you could expand on that 
part of it and start featuring a 
few more of the injustice cases 
in a bit more detail. It’s also, of 
course, about the supporters 
making themselves heard. 
Celtic’s an Irish club, they'll 
never change that, and TAL 
reflects the feelings of most 
supporters that I talk to on this 
issue of Celtic’s roots. 


McCormick’s Bar 

Motherwell Road, Bellshill, 

| Drop in for a 

Sunday Session 
with 


Shebeen 


| Live Irish Music | 
| Every Sunday Afternoon 


The Peace Process _ 


‘Sorry, w 


“ > — 


The all-party “talks 1 reached their 


conclusion and were hailed by the 


British, Irish and American 
governments as a “historic 
breakthrough”. Among Irish 


Republicans and their supporters, 
however, there is some confusion 
about what exactly is on offer. There 
has been speculation about arms 
decommissioning, disbanding the 
RUC and the possible early release 
of prisoners, with ‘conditions’ of 
course. It is important, however, to 
read between the lines and see that 
there is a bigger political picture to 
be drawn which puts the media hype 
about the ‘agreement’ in the proper 
context. 


It is nght to be sceptical about the 
sincerity of the Brits and the Free 
Staters, but it is also nght to be 
confident of the abilities of those who 
have led the Republican struggle for 
the past three decades. It is also 
important to recognise that the people 
who forced the Brits into negotiations 
with Sinn Fein were the volunteer 
soldiers of the IRA. The British 
Establishment was bombed to the 
negotiating table. And, when they 
made concessions to unionism which 
ended the first ceasefire, they were 
bombed back to the negotiating table. 
That in essence was the logical 
conclusion of the armed struggle. The 
Republican Movement wanted their 
enemy (Britain) to recogmise their 
political representatives; acknowledge 
their mnght to argue for self- 
determination, and recognise their 
right to negotiate a political settlement. 
There is a question that can be put 
quite seriously to those various 
elements, from the conservative British 


Left... (who never supported the IRA _ 


when the war was on, and who have 
now suddenly become ‘ceasefire 
soldiers’!) ... 


girl, what was that you were saying: 
lean Ar eggin’ La’, Mr. i 


ae those quasi-religious 
republican fundamentalists, who 
are falling over each other to shout 
“Sell Out!”. The question 1s, 
‘What is your alternative?’ The 
status quo? If that is what they 
are arguing for, and I’ve heard 
nothing from them to convince me 
otherwise, it puts them in the 
camp of the most reactionary 
elements in British and Irish 
society. That’s what Paisley is 
arguing for and that is what 
“iat wing conservatives and fascists 
have been arguing for. It is also, 
interestingly enough, the position of 
the “securocrats” of the British secret 
state (MIS, SAS, RUC, Special 
Branch, etc.) Which camp would you 
rather be in? 


Anyone who thinks that Sinn Fein, by 
taking part in the talks process, were in 
a position of weakness is seriously 
mistaken. Remember that this whole 
process was actually kicked off by the 
Republican Movement. The 
Hume/Adams talks should really have 
been called the Adams/Hume talks 
because it was Sinn Fein rather than 
the SDLP who initiated the process. 
Republicanism not only had an overall 
strategy, it also set the agenda 
throughout this phase of the struggle. 
Gerry Adams said at the end of the all 
party talks that it was not a historic 
moment, only the start of another 
stage in the political process. We 
should listen carefully to what Adams 
and McGuinness are saying, rather 
than being fooled by the bluff and 
bluster of Tnmble and Company. As 
Gerry Kelly, councillor, ex-prisoner, 
and a member of Sinn Fein’s 
negotiating team said, on Easter 
Tuesday in Ardoyne, “We want a 
national democracy. We want a 
United Ireland. Does it (The 
Agreement) help or hinder it? That’s 
the very basic question in all of 
this... This is our struggle. We’re the 
experts on this issue.” 


Unionism will never be the same after 
these talks. The difference between the 
negotiations of the 1990°s and those of 
the 1920’s is that it is unionism rather 
than republicanism which is having to 
swallow the bitter pill of betrayal. 
Trimble is caught between a rock and a 
hard place. He knows that the British 
Establishment want out and he also 
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knows that they are prepared to 
abandon him, if he doesn’t tread 
carefully. Paisley looked like a tired 
old man outside Stormont when 
working class loyalists taunted and 
heckled him. This was significant 
because these are the very same 
people whom Paisley has always relied 
upon to deliver the hardline loyalist 
votes for the DUP. Unionism’s 
catchphrase word “No” is starting to 
wear thin with just about everybody. 


The other sea-change may well be in 
Irish nationalism. In the 26 Counties, 
Sinn Fein have come from the position 
where, in the early ‘90’s, they were 
forced to hold their Ard Fheis in a 
Dublin community centre due to a 
state ban. Now they are setting the 
political agenda in Ireland; certainly in 
the north, and they very soon will be 
in the south as well! The SDLP are 
worried that Sinn Fein may eat into 
their vote now that the war appears to 
be over, increasing their appeal to 
middle class nationalist voters. 
Whatever happens there’s a lot more 
yet to be gone through than signing 
treaties and basking in the Bnits’ 
illusory ‘peace’. 


As for decommissioning, even Billy 
Hutchison of the PUP/UVF wasn’t 
falling for that one. On his way out of 
the talks he commented _ that 
“Decommissioning was never on the 
agenda. There won’t be any weapons 
getting handed over by loyalists, and 
I don’t expect you'll be getting any 
from the other lot either!” The 
forgotten man, John Major, has been 
wheeled back in by New Labour to 
promote this non-issue. This indicates 
that the Brits have already conceded 
that there will be no decommissioning 
this side of a united Ireland. On this 
issue, it might be prudent to remember 
what James Connolly said to the Irish 
Citizen’s Army on the eve of the 
Easter Rising, “Hold on to your 
rites” (Eck & G) 
For TAL readers 
interested in a_ serious 
and relevant analysis of 
the peace process from 
1995 - 1998, we would 


strongly recommend: 


Red Action 


Issues: 69, 70, 72, 73, 75 
All 5 issues for £3 from TAL 


Page 26 


INHISELEMENTS 


Our resident poet Elements has finally awoken from his winter hibernation just in time to serve up 
another helping of mad banter and poetry before the end of the season. Most of the stuff which will 
appear on this column will be from the man himself, but there’s also space given over to the lyrical 
talents of others (see Shaun’s)., so get writing for the start of next season all you budding Brendan 
Behan’s out there! No effing pees or sectarian rants please! 


Out of the Ashes Arose... 


Aldershot Town?!? 


Now correct me if I’m wrong, but isn’t 
Aldershot the home of the infamous British 
Parachute Regiment, the dregs of the British 
Army and scourge of our people in the 
North? But that looks suspiciously like a 
republican phoenix which adorns the official 
merchandise of the local football club. | 
wonder if any of the ‘Johnnies’ have 
noticed? The red, white and blue are on the 
rosette, but the flames and the bird, it would 
seem, are colour blind... Unhke our Para 
friends! 


‘NO’ HATE 


“The Smell just hangs from them. 
What? You can’t smell it?” 
I think I can grasp the tinge of hate, 
the odour of years of oppression, 

“For surely,” He thinks, “J have the God given right 
to Know that I am of the ascendancy class... 
With the God given right to do, to hate and to 

employ, 
who where and when I like...” 
Regardless of skill, of passion, of love... 
5 What true men have? 
“NO!” says he, speaking for Ulster again, I suppose. 


Elements ’98 


Four Walls 


Lonely four walls, my thoughts..., 

_ Your thoughts... are only of guns, batons, CS 

Gas, Strip searches and Diplock Courts, 
But my thoughts... are of Freedom. 


Elements *98 


Tiocpaidb Ar La 


I dream of the heroes of 1916, 
I dream of a colour, that colour is green, 

I dream of a time when Ireland is free, 
Unti that day comes, bombs are the key, 
Forward brave comrades into battle we go, 
Our morale high, their morale low, 

To drive the Orange planters into the sea, 
And celebrate the time when Ireland is free, 
Black and Tans, B-Specials and RUC, 
Your time has come to set to sea, 


Tory Blur 


New Labour = Old 
Tory 
= Pain... 

What will you do for us 
when you get in? 
Take all your promises 
and put them in the 


Back into England, where you belong, bin? 
Your crimes were evil, your policies wrong, Put down the worker 
Begone George Richardson and your UVF, . ‘ 
Remain in Free ireland and face your death, like all your Tory kin, 
Free Armagh, Antrim and Derry, Be honest Mr Blur, 
Orange get out! And don’t miss the ferry, that’s the world you 


Liberate Tyrone, Fermanagh and Down, 
Ireland is free! Free from the crown. 
Shaun, HMP Armley 


live in. 
Elements ’98 


siti & AFA cities 


| 


The Last issue of TAL included reports on 


racism in Ireland and Anti-Fascist Action’s 
disruption of a meeting that had been called to 
set up a racist group in Ireland. This ‘group’ is 
the ‘Immigration Control Platform’ (ICP). Aine 
Ni Chonnail is their media spokesperson. TAL 
readers might be interested to know a bit more 
about this poisonous old racist... 

Aine Ni Chonnail, extreme racist and fascist 
sympathiser, is also viciously anti-republican. Her 
vision is of an ‘/refand for the Irish’ that does not 
include any other races, cultures or political views 
other than her own. She claims __ that, 
“Multiculturalism is one of the greatest heresies 
of the twentieth century”. She also prides herself 
on being an admirer of Maggie Thatcher and is an 
ex-member of the Progressive Democrat’s (PD’s), 
Ireland’s Thatcherite political party. She has also 
made statements in support of Jean Marie Le Pen, 
leader of the National Front in France. 
Membership of Ni Chonnail’s ‘Immigration 
Control Platform’ is limited to ‘risk citizens 
resident in the 26 counties of the state’. This 
limitation is interesting as it reveals a clue to her 
views on the Six Counties. 


Ni Chonnail first appeared in public as a lone 
protester at a Republican event in Co. Cork. In 
November 1983 Gerry Adams gave the oration at 
the commemoration of the battle of Kilmichael, the 
famous Republican victory in the War of 
Independence. Aine Ni Chonnail protested 
throughout the event holding a placard which read, 
“No Respectabiity of Murders Ally” (sic). 
Fifteen years later Ni Chonnail brought up this 
very issue as AFA members blocked the stage to 
prevent her racist ICP meeting from taking place. 
She ranted about the last time she had been 
censored was when “ fascists from the IRA and 
Sinn Fein stood in front of me at a protest in 
Cork”. Local Sinn Fein Sib with the AFA 
protest, took up that matter with her. 


When AFA spoke on radio phone-in chat shows 
after the Ennis meeting was abandoned due to their 
protest, there were several calls from anti- 
republicans attacking AFA’s tactics and claiming 
that, ‘ai! violence ts fascist’. Mick Nugent, leader 
of the pro-British New Consensus ‘peace’ group, 
dragged in red herrings about republican violence 
in an attempt to discredit AFA. Of course Nugent’s 
condemnation of violence is selective. His group 
welcomed Prince Charles Windsor, Commander- 
in-Chief of the British Parachute Regiment, to 
Dublin in 1995. Part of his agenda was to obscure 
the well-known links between northern loyalists 
and fascists from Scotland and England. 


Interestingly, Cork was also the main base of the 
fascist Blueshirts in the 1930°s, so Ni Chonnail’s 
far right political and anti-republican views may 
stem from this shameful heritage. Fortunately, Cork 
also produced many noted anti-fascists including 
General Tom Barry (who commanded the IRA at 
Kilmichael in 1920) and Mick O’Riordan, a 
veteran of the Connolly Column who fought against 
fascism with the International Brigades during the 
Spanish Civil War. 


Mick O’Riordan spoke at a recent AFA public 
meeting in Dublin and made the vital link between 
the tactics of militant anti-fascism in Ireland today 
and in the Ireland of the 1930s. In the 1930’s the 
Blueshirts were literally beaten off the streets by 
anti-fascists and republicans - the same task will 
face anti-fascists in the 1990’s if fascists attempt 
to organise to exploit the widespread racism that 
exists in Ireland. 


AFA (Eire) PO Box 3355, Dublin 7, Eire 
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Return Te Paradise 


Why not encourage your Celtic Supporters 
Club to take a bulk order of Tiocfaidh Ar La! 
Don’t worry, we won't tell Fergus! The 
alternative voice of the Celtic fans is available 
at competitive rates which include the cost o 
post and packaging. It’s cheaper, more 
efficient and you can make a bit of money for 
yourself, your club funds or charity. Whatever 
you decide. Alternatively, you might want to 
donate the profits to the dependants of Irish 
Republican Prisoners. Get your copy of TAL 
before it hits the streets by taking out a bulk 
order for your CSC. You know it makes sense! 


TAL BOOKS, BM BOX 266, LONDON, WCIN 3XX 
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_Wake up, wake up, wake uP Irishman (x3} 
_ Sectarian hatred me no’ understand. 


